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AFGHANISTAN

AFGHANISTAN

President of the Transitional Administration: Hamid
Karzai

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

Lawlessness and insecurity increased, hampering
efforts towards peace and stability. Anti-government
forces killed civilians involved in the electoral
process, making large parts of the country
inaccessible to humanitarian organizations. US
forces continued arbitrary and unlawful detentions
and failed to conduct independent investigations of
reports that Afghan prisoners had been tortured and
ill-treated. Armed groups committed abuses against
civilians with impunity, including the abduction and
rape of girls. Justice and redress were unobtainable
for women who experienced widespread
discrimination and violence in the community,
including abduction, rape and forced marriage.
Refugees were pressured into returning to
Afghanistan despite continuing threats to their
safety. A military commander was secretly executed
after an unfair trial.

Background

Anew Constitution was adopted in January by the
Constitutional Loya Jirga. It contained human rights
guarantees but lacked specific safeguards against
abuses. For example, it did not provide equal marriage
rights for women and men.

The transitional government slowly began to impose
its rule outside the capital, Kabul. It removed the self-
appointed governor of Herat. In the south and east
there was a resurgence of anti-government forces, and
the US-led coalition stepped up military operations. In
areas controlled by armed factions ostensibly loyal to
the government, the national armed forces and police,
still seriously under strength, were deployed on several
occasions to suppress outbreaks of fighting between
factions. The economy, dominated by the opium trade,
was under the control of faction commanders and there
was no significant improvement in the country’s
infrastructure. Progress was made in disarming tens of
thousands of former combatants who remained linked
to factions and armed groups.

Hamid Karzai, incumbent President of the Afghan
Transitional Authority, won presidential elections
held amid violence and insecurity in October. The
elections were reportedly marred by fraudulent
voter registration and forcible confiscation of
voter identification cards by faction leaders and
local officials.

In September the UN Security Council extended the
mandate of the International Security Assistance Force
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(ISAF) to October 2005. Under NATO command since
2003, ISAF's troops were expanded to 9,000 just before
the elections.

Abuses by armed groups

Armed groups across the country consolidated their
control over the local population and were responsible
for killing civilians, aid workers, election officials and
potential voters. By the third quarter of 2004, at least 21
aid workers, mostly Afghan nationals, had been killed.
&3 InJanuary, abomb intended for US Coalition
Forces killed 15 schoolchildren in Kandahar. Taleban
officials, who had originally denied involvement in the
incident, later issued an apology after public outrage.
&3 InJune, 16 passengers on a bus were deliberately
killed by armed men, reportedly because they were
carrying voter registration cards.

3 Three UN election workers, two women and one
man, were taken hostage in Kabul by the armed group,
Jaish-e-Muslimeen (Army of Muslims), on 28 October
and held until 23 November.

There were several reports that gunmen attached to
armed groups abducted and raped girls, and forced
some into marrying them. Girls were increasingly sold
into early marriages to alleviate poverty orin an
attempt to guarantee their security.

&3 One 17-year-old was abducted by three armed men
from her aunt's home in Kapisa province in May after
she refused to marry one of them. Her uncle was shot
and wounded. The girl was returned to her parents in
Kabul after they filed a complaint with the authorities
and the Afghan Independent Human Rights
Commission (AIHRC).

Violence against women

Women continued to face systematic and widespread
violence, and public and private discrimination. Fear of
abductions by armed groups forced women to restrict
their movements outside the home. In the family,
extreme restrictions on women's behaviour and high
levels of violence persisted. Election officials
registering women voters were among those killed by
armed groups.

I Awoman was detained in mid-2004 in Kandahar
and held without charge for several weeks while the
prosecutor considered accusations against her of
adultery and attempted murder of her "husband”, a
member of an armed group who had abducted her at
the age of seven. He had routinely beaten and abused
her, and by the age of 20 she had three children by him.
No charges against him were considered.

I A campaigner against violence against women was
attacked in September because of her human rights
work. She was outside her home in Kabul when three
men drove up in a car. One jumped out and threw acid
at her, burning her neck.

Most acts of violence against women were not
reported for fear of reprisals or harsh judicial
punishment of the victim, and very few were subject to
investigation or prosecution. Tradition and social
codes of behaviour governed judges' decisions on
cases involving violence against women. Many women
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were imprisoned for alleged crimes such as running
away from home, adultery and other sexual activity
outside marriage —known as zina crimes. In some
cases, despite lack of evidence, they were imprisoned
to protect them from their families. Outside Kabul,
refuges, counselling and health care for women were
almost non-existent. In all regions, but particularly in
Herat, hundreds of women set fire to themselves to
escape violence in the home or forced marriage.

Ineffective justice system

The judiciary remained ineffective, corrupt and
susceptible to intimidation from armed groups. Courts
barely functioned in rural areas. Judges and lawyers
were frequently unaware of the law and allowed severe
discrimination against women. Rape, forced marriage
and the exchange of girls to settle disputes were
frequently not treated as crimes. There remained
widespread confusion among officials in the criminal
justice system, including judges, as to the exact legal
basis of the "crime” of "running away”. Such an offence
does not exist in the Afghan Penal Code. Detainees
were held for prolonged periods of time without legal
basis and denied a fair trial.

Abuses by police officers were not investigated, and
the effectiveness of the force was hampered by a lack
of oversight mechanisms, affiliation to regional armed
groups, non-payment of salaries and lack of
equipment. Despite internationally supported police
training programmes few women were recruited.
Progress in the reform of the judiciary and police was
particularly slow outside Kabul.

Insufficient attention was paid to the prisons service
by the Afghan government and donor community.
Inhumane conditions and gross human rights
violations were reported, especially outside Kabul
where provincial prisons remained under the control
of armed groups.

Abuses by US forces

Evidence emerged that US forces had tortured and ill-
treated detainees in the "war on terror” in Afghanistan.
Former detainees reported being made to kneel, stand
or maintain painful postures for long periods, and
being subjected to hooding, sleep deprivation,
stripping and humiliation. Suspects were detained
without legal authority and held incommunicado,
without access to lawyers, families or the courts.

&3 On 13 December, US officials acknowledged that
eight prisoners had died in US military custody in
Afghanistan, five more than previously disclosed in a
Department of Defense briefing in May. Only the basic
details of the cases were released. They included an
investigation into a death in military custody on 28
August 2002, the earliest known death of a prisoner in
US custody.

&3 On 14 October the US Army’s Criminal Investigation
Division recommended that 28 US soldiers be charged
in connection with the beating to death of two
prisoners at the US air base at Bagram in December
2002. Autopsies found "blunt force injuries” on the
bodies of Mullah Habibullah and Dilawar. By the end of

36

2004 only one soldier had been charged — with assault,
maltreatment and dereliction of duty.

&3 The US Department of Defense announced an
investigation into a report in September that US Special
Forces beat and tortured eight Afghan soldiers over a
two-week period in March 2003 at a base near Gardez.
One detainee reportedly died as a result.

Reports continued of civilian deaths as a result of US
air strikes. There were reports that 11 civilians were
killed by US bombing in the village of Sawghataq,
Uruzgan province, in January, although US military
officials claimed only to have killed five armed
militants. US officials initially denied but later
confirmed reports that at least five civilians died in air
raids on Weradesh, eastern Afghanistan, in August. On
election day at least 14 civilians were reportedly killed
or wounded in Uruzgan province during US bombing of
opposition forces.

Impunity

Regional officials and commanders with a record of
human rights violations flaunted their impunity, some
of them maintaining links with armed groups
responsible for abuses. Little progress was made in
bringing to justice those responsible for war crimes,
including mass killings and rape, committed during the
armed conflicts since 1978.

Despite repeated calls for independent
investigations of deaths in custody and reports of
torture by US forces, investigations were conducted
under the auspices of the US Department of Defense.
Requests for access to detainees by UN human rights
experts and by the AIHRC and other non-governmental
bodies continued to be refused.

Afghan government forces were not held to account
for violating international law on the treatment of
prisoners. No action was known to have been taken
against soldiers who reportedly beheaded prisoners in
southern Afghanistan in June.

Right to return in safety

Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan faced growing
harassment and many returned to Afghanistan. In
October, Iran declared its intention to repatriate most
Afghans in Iran over the next 16 months. Other
countries returned rejected Afghan asylum-seekers
without ensuring that they could return in dignity

and safety.

The number of refugees who had returned to
Afghanistan from Iran and Pakistan since early 2002
reached just over three million by September. More
than 32 per cent settled in Kabul because of insecurity
and continuing human rights abuses in the provinces,
or because there was insufficient work and shelter in
their areas of origin. Others were unable to recover
stolen land and property.

Death penalty

At least nine men were sentenced to death in 2004.
Military commander Abdullah Shah was secretly
executed in April after a trial by a special court in which
he was denied basic rights of defence. Charged in
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connection with multiple murders, he had no legal
counsel and was not allowed to cross-examine
witnesses. The court failed to investigate allegations that
he had been tortured or visible evidence of his injuries,
and reportedly imposed the death penalty under
political pressure. The trial was not open to the public.

Al country reports/ visits

Report

* Afghanistan: Abduction and rape at the point of a
gun (Al Index: ASA 11/013/2004)

+ Afghanistan: Women failed by progress in
Afghanistan (Al Index: ASA 11/015/2004)

* USA: Human dignity denied — Torture and
accountability in the "war on terror” (Al Index: AMR
51/145/2004)

Visits

Al delegates visited Afghanistan in February and in

August and September 2004. They met senior

government officials, UN officials, human rights

defenders and representatives of non-governmental
organizations. They also visited women's prisons in

Kabul, Mazar-e-Sharif and Kandahar.

ALBANIA

REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

Head of state: Alfred Moisiu

Head of government: Fatos Nano

Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

There were complaints that detainees wereill-
treated immediately on arrest or in police custody
and, more rarely, in prison. Investigations into some
complaints were started, but tended to be delayed
and inconclusive. Detention conditions, particularly
for remand prisoners held in police stations,
remained harsh, although steps were taken to
reduce overcrowding. Domestic violence was
common. The trafficking of women and children for
forced prostitution and cheap labour continued,
although arrests and prosecutions for trafficking
markedly increased.

Background

Poverty, unemployment, widespread corruption and
official indifference undermined efforts to promote the
rule of law. In November the UN Human Rights
Committee called on Albania to eradicate ill-treatment
by law enforcement officials; to ensure that
perpetrators "are punished in a manner proportionate
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to the seriousness of the crimes committed; and to
grant effective remedies including compensation to the
victims". The Committee also urged Albania to
reinforce remedies against trafficking, domestic
violence and the abuse and exploitation of children.
The Committee further called for guarantees for the
independence of the judiciary, and for protection of
minority rights.

Torture and ill-treatment

Police officers were alleged to have tortured or ill-
treated detainees during arrest and in police custody.
Such practices were facilitated by violations of legal
procedures, in particular the denial of the detainee’s
right of access to a lawyer from the moment of arrest.
3 On 29 July, Klajdi Yzeiri and two relatives were
detained overnight in police custody in Vlora. The
three men were refused access to a lawyer and

Klajdi Yzeiri was severely beaten by one or more
police officers. On release he underwent a medical
forensic examination which confirmed that he had
severe bruising behind both ears, and on his neck
and shoulders.

Complaints of ill-treatment by remand and
convicted prisoners were less frequent, but in
September a group of prisoners held in Prison 302 in
Tirana complained of ill-treatment by prison guards,
and there were similar complaints by remand prisoners
held in Lag, Kukés and Fier police stations.

There were also several incidents in which police
appeared to have used excessive force during
operations to capture criminal suspects.

I Gentian Pollo, a schoolteacher, alleged that police
beat and kicked him while driving him, handcuffed, to
Gjirokastér police station, and again at the police
station. He was among a number of people who were
injured and required hospital treatment after masked
police units entered two bars in the village of Lazarat to
arrest a convicted criminal in October.

Impunity

Prosecutors did not always investigate complaints of ill-
treatment or did so only after delay. Even when an
investigation was formally opened, it was often
inconclusive. Prosecutors were reluctant to apply
articles of the Criminal Code dealing with torture and
"any other degrading or inhuman treatment”, preferring
to invoke lesser charges, such as "arbitrary acts”.

&3 On 13 May Beqir Kaba was arrested and held
overnight in Peshkopi police station after he was
wrongly accused of theft. He alleged that police officers
beat his back, legs and hands with rubber truncheons,
twisted and pulled his beard and his ears with pliers,
and threatened to kill him. He was released the
following day. A forensic medical examination later
confirmed injuries inflicted by a "heavy instrument”.
Two police officers were reportedly later referred for
investigation on a charge of "arbitrary acts”.

&3 InJuly Eriguert Ceka, aged 17, aremand prisoner in
Rréshen police station, suffered an injury to his head,;
three days later he died in Tirana military hospital.
Shortly after, two police officers were arrested in
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connection with his death on charges of "arbitrary
acts”, "abuse of duty” and infringing the rules of
service. In separate trials in November and December
the officers were convicted of contravening service
rules and sentenced to seven months' and eight
months’ imprisonment respectively. The court failed to
establish how Eriguert Ceka came to be injured.

3 InMay, two former state security officers were
released. They had been arrested in 2003 in connection
with the "disappearance” in 1995 of Remzi Hoxha, an
Albanian from Macedonia then living in Tirana, and the
torture of two other men. Investigation proceedings
found that they had committed the offences of "abuse
of office” and torture, but these offences were covered
by a 1997 amnesty law. The prosecution did not find
evidence to support charges of murder or "torture with
serious consequences” — crimes not covered by the
amnesty. The fate of Remzi Hoxha remained unknown
at the end of 2004.

Conditions of detention

In July all prisoners convicted in final instance held in
police stations were transferred to prisons to serve
their sentences. This temporarily reduced the severe
overcrowding in police stations, although it increased
overcrowding in prisons. In other respects the
conditions of detention in police stations, with very
poor sanitation and diet, and no heating or access to
television, radio or reading materials, remained largely
unchanged and often could be considered as inhuman
and degrading. A European Union-assisted prison
reform plan for the construction of new remand and
prison facilities was announced in September.

Trafficking

Poverty, lack of education, family breakdown and
crime networks at home and abroad contributed to the
continuing trafficking of women and children for
sexual exploitation and cheap labour. In March a law
on witness protection was adopted, although lack of
supporting legislation and funding meant it could not
be implemented. Most victims of trafficking did not
report their traffickers for fear of reprisal.

3 InFebruary a woman who claimed that she had
been trafficked for forced prostitution at the age of 14
withdrew her previous testimony after being
confronted with the defendant at his trial by Shkodér
district court. He had reportedly earlier openly
threatened her. She was immediately arrested in court
and charged with perjury.

Nonetheless, prosecutions for the trafficking of
women and children for forced prostitution, cheap
labour or use as beggars, doubled by comparison
with the previous year, and heavy sentences were
imposed. Official zeal to obtain convictions may
sometimes have resulted in police and courts using or
condoning coercion or other illegal means to obtain
evidence of trafficking.

&3 InMarch Gjergj Bedulla was convicted by Korca
district court of trafficking three children to Greece for
cheap labour. However, before testifying in court, the
children had reportedly beenillegally detained by
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police for five days or longer and questioned without
the presence of a lawyer or a guardian. The children
subsequently withdrew their testimony, alleging they
had given it under police coercion. In June the case was
sent back for retrial on appeal.

Violence against women

Independent studies concluded that domestic violence
was common. The law did not adequately protect
victims, for whom there were limited support services
provided by non-governmental organizations. The
Criminal Code did not specifically criminalize
domestic violence. Under the Family Code, adopted in
2003, a spouse who has been subjected to domestic
violence may ask a court to ban the perpetrator from
the home, but this measure could not be applied by
courts for lack of supporting legislation. In October
an initiative was launched by 10 Albanian non-
governmental organizations to draft legislation
against domestic violence.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Albania: Inhuman and degrading detention
conditions in police stations — steps towards reform
(AlIndex: EUR 11/001/2004)

+ Albania: What happened to Remzi Hoxha? (Al Index:
EUR 11/004/2004)

+ Albania: Disability and the right to marry (Al Index:
EUR 11/005/2004)

Visit

In June, Al representatives visited Albania to conduct

research.
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ALGERIA

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF ALGERIA
Head of state: Abdelaziz Bouteflika

Head of government: Ahmed Ouyahia

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

Despite a scaling down of the internal conflict that
has raged since 1992, dozens of civilians were killed.
Impunity continued to be a key obstacle to
addressing the legacy of the conflict. Tens of
thousands of cases of killings, abductions,
"disappearances” and torture committed by security
forces, state-armed militias and armed groups
remained without investigation. Torture continued
to be reported, particularly during secret detention.
Freedom of expression and assembly was markedly
restricted. Human rights activists and journalists
risked arrest and imprisonment. The state of
emergency imposed in 1992 remained in place.
Dozens of suspected members of armed groups were
sentenced to death in their absence. A moratorium
on executions remained in place.

Background

President Abdelaziz Bouteflika was re-elected in April.
According to official figures he won nearly 85 per cent
of the votes cast.

In August, General Mohamed Lamari resigned as
chief of staff of the army. He had been a key figure in
command while the armed forces were committing
wide-ranging human rights violations in the context of
the internal conflict, including torture, extrajudicial
executions and "disappearances”.

Amari Saifi, also known as Abderrezak El Para,
was extradited to Algeria from Libya. He was accused
of having led an armed group that abducted 32
European tourists in the Algerian Sahara in 2003. He
had been captured in Chad and subsequently handed
over to Libya.

Demonstrations, strikes and protests remained
widespread. People protested over a range of social,
economic and political issues, including water, job and
housing shortages, public mismanagement and
corruption. Water reportedly reached households in
the capital, Algiers, only one day out of three.
According to official figures one third of the adult
population was unemployed.

Killings

According to press reports, some 500 people were
killed during the year. The majority were members of
the security forces and armed groups. Some of the
deaths reportedly occurred during armed
confrontations. In other cases suspected armed group
members were reportedly killed in operations by the
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security forces. There were concerns that some of
these were extrajudicial executions. Dozens of civilians
were killed in attacks, presumed to have been
committed by armed groups but not known to have
been independently and impartially investigated.

Impunity

In November, President Bouteflika announced plans
for a general amnesty in a stated effort to turn the page
on more than a decade of conflict. Although no details
were provided, statements indicated that the proposal
was to grant exemption from prosecution to security
forces, state-armed militias and armed groups, thus
preventing members of any party to the conflict being
prosecuted for human rights abuses.

No full, independent or impartial investigations
were carried out into the gross human rights abuses
committed since 1992, including thousands of cases of
civilians killed in targeted or indiscriminate attacks,
extrajudicial executions, torture, ill-treatment and
"disappearances”. Members of armed groups who
surrendered to the authorities reportedly continued to
benefit from clemency or exemption from prosecution.
The authorities again denied that state agents had been
responsible for systematic and widespread human
rights violations. The remains of victims of killings
discovered in mass graves were generally not
identified, and the available evidence was not used to
establish responsibility for the killings.

&3 In January human remains were exhumed from a
mass grave in the western province of Relizane in an
apparent attempt to conceal or destroy evidence of
human rights abuses. Between 1993 and 1998 over 200
civilians "disappeared” in the region at the hands of a
state-armed militia. The site had been discovered in
November 2003 by a local human rights activist who
also collected evidence indicating that it contained the
remains of some of the "disappeared”. The authorities
failed to prevent the apparent destruction of evidence
and no investigation into the incident was known to
have been opened by the end of 2004.

3 Fouad Boulemia, a former member of an armed
group, was sentenced to death in August after being
convicted of the killing of hundreds of civilians in
Bentalha near Algiers in 1997, an incident which had
not been fully and independently investigated.
Eyewitness accounts suggested that the armed group
that carried out the killings had operated in
conjunction with, or with the consent of, certain army
and security forces units. Fouad Boulemia had been
detained since 1999 and sentenced to death in 2001
for the killing of Abdelkader Hachani, a leader of the
banned Islamic Salvation Front. At the time of the
2001 trial he claimed he had been tortured and
threatened with death during his detention. The
allegations were not known to have been investigated
by the court.

In November, the Permanent People's Tribunal —an
international panel of experts set up to examine
human rights issues in the absence of formal
commissions of inquiry —met in Paris to examine
evidence on human rights abuses committed in Algeria
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since 1992. Written evidence was submitted by a
coalition of non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
and activists. The tribunal heard from over a dozen
experts and victims of human rights abuses. Inits
concluding observations the tribunal underscored the
importance of truth and justice for lasting peace and
called on the government to allow access to UN human
rights mechanisms.

‘Disappearances’

No concrete steps were taken to establish the fate or
whereabouts of thousands of people who
"disappeared” between 1992 and 2003, or to allay the
suffering of their families, many of whom continued to
endure economic hardship. In August and September,
many families of the "disappeared” were summoned by
a special commission —commonly referred to as the ad
hoc mechanism — set up by presidential decree in
September 2003 to serve as an interface between the
families and the authorities. The families were asked
whether they would accept compensation payments
for the "disappearance” of their relatives. They were
not given any indication of how compensation
payments would be allocated, nor of the amount of
money that might be paid. The commission is not
bound by the results of the consultation and it does
not report publicly on the outcome or the methods
used. Organizations working on behalf of the
"disappeared” publicly protested against the lack of
transparency. The commission's mandate does not
empower it to view information held in the archives of
the security forces.

Complaints filed in Algerian courts for abduction and
illegal detention were not followed up. The authorities
continued to deny that state agents had been
responsible for a pattern of "disappearances”. The
UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances expressed its "deep concern that
there have been no clarifications of the more than
1,100 outstanding cases” which it had transmitted
to the government.

Torture
Amendments to the Penal Code introduced a specific
crime of torture, carrying severe penalties. However,
allegations of torture were generally not investigated
by the authorities. The UN Special Rapporteur on
torture reported that the Algerian authorities had
denied without investigation all allegations of torture
submitted to them. The Special Rapporteur was unable
to visit Algeria, despite his long-standing request to the
authorities, reiterated in 2003.

There were concerns that secret detentions,
which continued in violation of national and
international law, facilitated torture. Allegations of
torture continued to be reported, particularly in
cases involving what the government described as
"“terrorist” activities.
& InJune, brothers Toufik and Smail Touati were
arrested in Algiers within three days of each other by
Military Security officers and held in secret detention
for 13 and 10 days respectively. They alleged that they
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were tortured while they were being interrogated.
They were charged with belonging to a "terrorist”
organization. The allegations of torture were not
known to have been investigated.

Freedom of expression and assembly

Human rights defenders, journalists and others who
criticized representatives of the state were at risk of
arrest and imprisonment.

There was a sharp increase in the number of cases
brought against journalists and newspaper editors in
an apparent attempt by the government to
discourage unfavourable coverage in the privately
owned press. Many were defamation cases filed
against individual journalists for reporting allegations
of corruption or publicly criticizing representatives of
the state and security forces. Some were imprisoned,
others were given suspended sentences or were
sentenced and remained at liberty pending the result
of an appeal. Several newspapers were suspended
indefinitely, officially for owing money to state-run
printing firms. In June the authorities indefinitely
suspended the activities of the Algiers office of the
Arabic television channel Al-]azeera, apparently in
response to critical reporting. Neither Al-Jazeera nor
any of the newspapers was operating again before the
end of 2004.

Anti-government protests were widespread,
including in the predominantly Amazigh (Berber)
region of Kabylia. Several led to violent clashes
between security forces and protesters who voiced
their anger about public mismanagement, price rises,
and lack of housing and access to basic services.

Two demonstrations by families of the "disappeared”
in Constantine and Algiers were forcibly prevented
by the security forces. A ban on demonstrations

in Algiers, in force since October 2001, remained

in place.

Dozens of people were arrested for organizing anti-
government meetings and protest activities. Political
dissent was particularly repressed in the southern
provinces of Djelfa, Laghouat and Ouargla, where
scores of people were sentenced to prison terms of up
to eight months for membership of unauthorised
organizations. The UN Special Representative on
human rights defenders remained concerned at the
restrictions on freedom of assembly imposed on
human rights defenders.

I Hafnaoui Ghoul, a human rights activist, journalist
and spokesperson of an unofficial political group, the
Movement of Citizens of the South, was arrested in May
in the province of Djelfa. He was subsequently
sentenced to a total of eight months' imprisonment in a
series of court cases, the majority of which were
defamation cases filed by local officials after he
reported allegations of torture, public mismanagement
and corruption. In October he was acquitted of
membership of an unauthorized organization, but nine
other defendants in the same trial were sentenced to
between six and eight months' imprisonment. He was
released in November following a national and
international campaign.
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Women's rights

Women continued to be subjected to discrimination in
law and practice. Twenty years after the introduction
of the discriminatory Family Code, women's
organizations reinforced their campaigning activities
for women's legal equality. A government-appointed
commission proposed amendments to the Family Code,
but these had not been adopted by the end of 2004.
Proposed changes included the abolition of certain
provisions —such as women requiring a "marital tutor"
(amale relative) to conclude their marriage contract on
their behalf — but fell far short of ensuring women's
equality before the law. The proposed changes did not
affect discriminatory divorce laws. The authorities did
not act with due diligence to prevent, punish and
redress acts of sexual violence against women or
violence against women in the family. An amendment
to the Penal Code made sexual harassment by people in
positions of authority a crime punishable by up to one
year's imprisonment, or two years in the event of a
second offence.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

* Algeria: "Disappearances” must be on presidential
election agenda (Al Index: MDE 28/004/2004)

* Algeria: Newly discovered mass grave must be fully
investigated (Al Index: MDE 28/010/2004)

* Algeria: Briefing to the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women (Al Index: MDE
28/011/2004)

Visits

Al was not given access to Algeria during 2004.
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ANGOLA

REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA

Head of state: José Eduardo dos Santos

Head of government: Fernando da Piedade Dias dos
Santos

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

Refugees continued to return from neighbouring
countries. The provision of judicial, social and other
services in war-damaged rural areas remained
inadequate. There were reports of politically
motivated violence and suppression of non-violent
demonstrations. Human rights violations by soldiers
and police in Cabinda and in the diamond-mining
areas continued. There were also many reports of
human rights violations by police in other parts of
the country. At least 500 families were forcibly
evicted from their homes.

Background

The Government of National Unity, which included
representatives of the former armed opposition
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola
(Uniao Nacional para a Independéncia Total de Angola,
UNITA), made progress in reducing inflation and
proposed to combat poverty. Over one million people
remained dependent on food aid.

The government, in cooperation with the UN, began
in January to develop a national plan of action on
human rights: work on this continued at the end of
2004. An independent press flourished in Luanda but
access to information outside the capital was mainly
through state-controlled radio. The UN Special
Representative on Human Rights Defenders, Hina
Jilani, visited Angola in August. She acknowledged
improved respect for human rights but urged the
government to rebuild its judicial system and to be
more open to civil society.

Refugee returns

Over 90,000 refugees were repatriated or returned
spontaneously from neighbouring countries. Weak
government structures in reception areas, lack of
schools and clinics, and insufficient funds for food,
seeds and tools made resettlement difficult. An
inadequate system for issuing identity documents left
many returnees without access to social services and
vulnerable to extortion and ill-treatment by police and
soldiers carrying out identity checks.

Political violence

UNITA complained that members of the ruling People’s
Movement for the Liberation of Angola (Movimento
Popular de Libertagao de Angola, MPLA) attacked its
members and offices in several areas.
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3 InJuly, after UNITA tried to set up party offices in
Cazombo, Moxico province, a mob burned or looted
about 8o houses belonging to UNITA supporters and
others who did not speak the local language. The
crowd, allegedly encouraged by the municipal
authorities, also wounded about 10 people. Unarmed
police were reportedly deployed but did nothing to
stop the violence.

Cabinda

The government said that fighting had ended in
Cabinda, an Angolan enclave situated between the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and the
Republic of the Congo. However, an estimated 30,000
government soldiers reportedly maintained a
repressive presence, detaining and assaulting people
suspected of supporting the Front for the Liberation of
the Cabinda Enclave (Frente de Libertagao do Enclave
de Cabinda, FLEC), looting goods and crops, and
causing villagers to flee to other areas.

&3 Human rights workers reported that soldiers based
in Nkuto, Buco-Zau municipality, frequently detained
people suspected of supporting FLEC. More than 60
women were reportedly briefly held in January and
accused of taking food to FLEC. Some were beaten.
Mateus Bulo, aged 66, and his daughter were among a
group of people arrested in May. Mateus Bulo was
subjected to a mock execution, then he and his
daughter were both beaten with sticks before being
allowed to return to their fields.

Members of a civil society organization, Mpalabanda,
presented a petition for peace with thousands of
signatures to the authorities in Cabinda city in July. In
August, the two armed factions of FLEC — Renewed FLEC
(FLEC Renovada) and FLEC-Armed Forces of Cabinda
(FLEC-Forcas Armadas de Cabinda, FLEC-FAC) —
announced that they had united under the name FLEC
and were ready for peace talks with the government.

Police
Efforts to improve police-community relations and
training programmes formed part of the Modernization
and Development Plan 2003/2007. However, there
were many reports of police committing human rights
violations. Senior officials admitted that excesses had
occurred but it appeared that in many cases no
disciplinary or criminal action was taken.
& Three men—Manuel do Rosario, Laurindo de
Oliveira and Antonio Francisco —reportedly
"disappeared” in April after being arrested in Luanda in
possession of a stolen car. Relatives searching for the
men saw this car parked in a police station. In May they
found the bodies of the three men in an unofficial
cemetery in Cazenga suburb. Police exhumed the
bodies and opened an investigation, but no results
were reported by the end of 2004.

Police reportedly used excessive force to control
both violent and non-violent demonstrations.
&3 Aviolent protest in February concerning electricity
supplies in Cafunfo, a diamond-mining town in northern
Angola, left at least three people dead, according to
official sources. Unofficial sources said that police fired
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indiscriminately, killing more than 10 people, including
two teenage girls and 12-year-old David Alexandre Carlos,
and wounding some 20 others. Seventeen protesters
were subsequently detained and accused of disobeying
the authorities, a crime punishable by up to seven
months' imprisonment. Applications for bail were not
granted. The trial began in July but was suspended and
not concluded by the year's end. One of the defendants, a
15-year-old boy, was held with adult prisoners for several
months before being given separate accommodation.
There was apparently no inquiry into the reports that
police had used excessive force.

The police authorities expressed concern about lack
of respect for human rights, particularly after five
people suffocated to death in an overcrowded police
cell in Capenda-Camulemba municipality in northern
Angola in December. Police shot dead two members of
acrowd of protesters which had gathered outside the
police station. A police inquiry was initiated.

In October, paramilitary police dispersed a peaceful
demonstration by the Angolan Party for Democratic
Support and Progress (Partido do Apoio Democratico e
Progresso de Angola, PADEPA) calling for publication of
oil revenues. In November, police dispersed another
peaceful gathering and briefly arrested dozens of
demonstrators. Seven were taken to police cells and
complained of being beaten for refusing to sign
confessions. They were charged with resistance to the
authorities, tried and acquitted.

Hundreds of people were reportedly abused by
paramilitary police and soldiers in December 2003 and
January 2004 during the first phase of an operation to
expel foreign nationals who had entered Angola’s
diamond fields after the war ended. Victims reported
being held in harsh conditions for up to three months.
Many complained of beatings, humiliating and
unhygienic body cavity searches and theft. Some
women were allegedly raped. In February the Interior
Minister acknowledged that there had been abuses.
Police said that by September 2004 more than 300,000
foreigners had been expelled.

Police said that the Civil Defence Organization
(Organizacao da Defesa Civil, ODC), set up during the
war, had been abolished. However, there were
detailed reports of ODC cells continuing to operate,
sometimes assisted by police, and abuses were
attributed to some personnel.

Availability of weapons

Crime rates remained high, fuelled by widespread
unemployment and the availability of weapons. One
million civilians were estimated to hold firearms
illegally. In July a national commission was set up to
prevent the trafficking of light weapons and small
arms. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and
churches encouraged people to surrender weapons
and the police and army seized thousands.

Economic, social and cultural rights

The Luanda Provincial Government's plans to close
informal and unclean markets near the city centre and
replace them with others, mostly in outlying suburbs,
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threatened many people’s livelihoods. Traders
protested after the Estalagem market was closed in
March, reportedly without consultation and before
alternative space had been prepared. Some
demonstrators used violence and police reacted
with what appeared to be excessive force, killing
three people.

The National Assembly approved laws on urban
development and land in March and August
respectively. NGOs had submitted detailed
recommendations during the drafting process and
expressed concern that the new laws failed to provide
adequate security of tenure for disadvantaged groups
living in informal urban settlements and traditional
communal areas.

At least soo families living in areas designated for
development in Luanda were evicted without adequate
consultation or compensation. Hundreds of others
were threatened with eviction. Many were rehoused in
remote areas without amenities, schools or clinics.
Some families had to share houses and some lost
vegetable gardens. The last of about 4,000 families
housed in tents since their eviction from Boavista in
2001 were allocated new houses in Viana.

&3 Over 1,100 people were evicted from 340 houses
in Cambamba and Banga Ué in South Luanda in
September without prior consultation. A civil
construction firm and a military construction brigade
demolished the houses, guarded by about 50 heavily
armed police. Most of those evicted remained in the
area without shelter.

Shortage of land and drought in south-east Angola
led to a conflict between two groups of nomadic cattle
herders in September which reportedly resulted in four
deaths. The enclosure of large areas of land for
commercial farming had increased pressure on
remaining land and water sources.

Women and children

The government's report on women's rights submitted
to the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women in June admitted that
the legal protection for victims of domestic violence
was inadequate and that the police lacked sensitivity
towards them.

In September the UN Committee on the Rights of the
Child examined Angola's initial report on children's
rights. The Committee welcomed progress in some
areas but urged, among other things, further legal
protection for children and the establishment of an
independent national human rights institution.
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ARGENTINA

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

Head of state and government: Néstor Kirchner
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: signed

There were numerous complaints of torture and ill-
treatment by law enforcement and prison officers.
Treatment of detainees amounted to cruel, inhuman
and degrading treatment. Progress was made in
bringing to justice those responsible for past human
rights violations in the context of Operation Céndor.

Background

Despite some recovery from the recent economic
crisis, poverty and unemployment remained high.
According to the Statistics and Census Institute the
unemployment rate in 2004 was 19.1 per cent and 70
per cent of the working people earned less than

the minimum required to cover an average family’s
food expenses.

lll-treatment of demonstrators

Protests by piqueteros (unemployed workers)
continued during the year, some turning violent.
Piqueteros set up roadblocks and in some cases
occupied workplaces. Demonstrators and popular
leaders were arrested and charged. Several of them
were released but most were charged and awaiting trial
at the end of the year. Arrested demonstrators
complained of ill-treatment.

& In October, more than 30 people detained by the
police and army following demonstrations in Caleta
Oliva, Santa Cruz Province, filed judicial complaints
stating that members of the provincial police and the
gendarmerie hooded them, kicked and punched them
and beat them with sticks. According to reports some
sustained fractures as a result of blows to the face.

lll-treatment

[ll-treatment of detainees, including minors, in
police stations was reported. There were repeated
reports of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment
of prisoners in provincial jails, including in Buenos
Aires and Mendoza Provinces. Investigations into
such allegations were subject to long delays and
there were concerns that they were not independent
or exhaustive.

Seventeen prisoners died in Mendoza prison in
suspicious circumstances. There were reports that
prisoners were kept in extremely overcrowded
conditions with poor sanitary facilities and inadequate
medical care. Inmates also complained that prison
guards beat them and imposed harsh and degrading
punishments, such as making detainees stand naked
for hours. In September reports appeared in the press
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of statements made by the Mendoza provincial
authorities criticizing the work of human rights lawyers
who provided legal advice to prisoners’ families and
submitted official complaints at the provincial,
national and international level about deteriorating
prison conditions and the ill-treatment of prisoners.

In November the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights called on Argentina to protect the lives and
physical integrity of all detainees. It urged the
authorities to investigate complaints of ill-
treatment, identify those responsible and apply the
appropriate punishments.

In November, following its examination of
Argentina’s periodic report, the UN Committee against
Torture issued its conclusion and recommendations.
These highlighted how the discrepancy between the
large number of torture and ill-treatment complaints
and the very few convictions in such cases "contributes
to the prevailing impunity” on this issue.

Operation Condor

Positive steps were taken during the year to investigate
past human rights violations committed in the context
of Operation Condor, a plan jointly organized by six
South American military governments in the 1970s and
1980s. In July, a federal judge ordered the arrest of 12
former members of the armed forces. In August the
Supreme Court ruled, in the case of the killing of
Chilean General Carlos Prats and his wife in Buenos
Aires in 1974, that there was no statute of limitations
for crimes against humanity.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Open letter from Amnesty International to the
Governor of Santa Fe Province, Sr. Jorge Obeid
(Al Index: AMR 13/003/2004)

* Argentina: Journalists: Press accreditation — the
wrong credentials? Threats, attacks and intimidation
against members of the press (Al Index: AMR
13/005/2004)

* Argentina: Concrete action is required to end torture
(Al Index: 13/010/2004)

+ Argentina: Letter to Julio Cobos,Governor of the
Province of Mendoza (Al Index: AMR 13/012/2004)
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ARMENIA

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

Head of state: Robert Kocharian

Head of government: Andranik Markarian

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: acceded

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

The police reportedly used excessive force when they
detained scores of protesters calling for the
resignation of President Robert Kocharian. Dozens
of opposition activists and supporters, including
women, were reportedly beaten and ill-treated by
police. Journalists, opposition political activists and
a human rights defender were assaulted by unknown
assailants. Conscientious objectors to compulsory
military service continued to be imprisoned, despite
Armenia's commitments to the Council of Europe.

Background
From February onwards, opposition party deputies
boycotted parliament in protest at its refusal to
approve areferendum of confidence in the President.
Opposition political parties then launched a two-
month campaign of mass public protests, including
street demonstrations, demanding the President's
resignation. The authorities described the campaign as
a coup attempt and opened a criminal investigation
into the opposition Artarutyun (Justice) alliance.
This investigation reportedly ended in September
without any charges being brought. The opposition
denied calling for the violent overthrow of the
constitutional order. During their campaign, hundreds
of opposition supporters were detained and dozens
were sentenced to 15 days’ administrative detention
after trials that reportedly fell far short of international
fair trial standards.

In October the Justice Ministry finally registered the
Jehovah's Witnesses, which had sought registration for
nine years.

Police ill-treatment and excessive use of force
Scores of people were injured and detained when
special police units used water cannons and stun
grenades to break up a peaceful opposition
demonstration in the capital, Yerevan, on 13 April. Four
journalists covering the demonstration were
reportedly severely beaten by police. Dozens more
opposition activists and supporters, including women,
were reportedly ill-treated during armed police raids
on the head offices of the main opposition parties that
same night. According to reports most of these activists
were detained in police cells for up to 48 hours.
According to human rights groups and opposition
parties, those detained at the demonstration and at
party offices continued to be beaten and ill-treated at
police stations.
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On 28 April the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe (PACE) issued a resolution
condemning the use of force by police during the
opposition protests in Armenia and calling on
the authorities to investigate alleged human rights
violations and to release opposition members.
Vagharshak Harutiunian, a member of the opposition
Hanrapetutiun (Republic) party and a former Defence
Minister, was held in pre-trial detention for two
months on charges of calling for the "violent overthrow
of the constitutional order” and "publicly insulting
senior government officials”. He was released
following international pressure. In an address to
PACE in June President Kocharian defended the use of
force by police against opposition activists during the
13 April demonstration.

I In May Edgar Arakelian, a 24-year-old opposition
activist, was sentenced to 18 months’ imprisonment for
"attacking a state official performing their duties”
during the 13 April demonstration. He admitted hitting a
police officer with an empty plastic bottle but claimed
he had acted in self-defence after the police officer had
hit him, breaking his front teeth. He alleged in court
that he had been tortured in pre-trial detention. In
August the Appeals Court upheld his sentence. He was
released in September after serving a third of his
sentence.

In July the Council of Europe's Committee for the
Prevention of Torture (CPT) published its first report on
Armenia. The report concerned the CPT's visit to
Armenia in 2002. [t concluded that people detained by
police ran a significant risk of being ill-treated, and
recommended professional training for police officers
as a priority. The report also raised concerns about
overcrowding in prisons, conditions of detention for
people sentenced to life imprisonment, and
shortcomings at a psychiatric hospital.

Assaults on activists

At an opposition rally on 5 April police reportedly
refused to intervene when around two dozen men,
described as athletically built with shaven heads,
disrupted the event and attacked journalists, kicking
and beating them and breaking their equipment. In
June a Yerevan court ordered two men to pay a small
fine for their part in the incident. Three men of a
similar description allegedly assaulted and critically
injured opposition politician Ashot Manucharian in
Yerevan on 22 April. Police reportedly suspended the
investigation into the assault in June after failing to
identify the perpetrators. In September police
questioned a man identified by Ashot Manucharian
as one of the perpetrators. However, no charges
were brought.

& Human rights activist Mikael Danielyan was
attacked outside his home by four unknown assailants
on 30 March. He was reportedly punched in the head
and kicked after he fell to the ground. He believed that
the attack was related to his human rights work.
President Kocharian reportedly ordered an
investigation into the attack. However, the
investigation failed to identify any perpetrators.
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Conscientious objectors imprisoned
Conscientious objectors continued to be sentenced to
prison, despite parliament’s adoption in December
2003 of alaw providing for unarmed military service or
alternative civilian service, and despite Council of
Europe requirements to free all those so imprisoned.
The law, which provides terms of service of punitive
length for conscientious objectors, entered into force
in July.

As of the end of 2004 prison sentences of between
one and two years had been imposed on 13 men, all
Jehovah's Witnesses, as a result of their conscientious
objection. Another was fined, and a further 11 had been
released on parole.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International'’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Armenia (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)

* Belarus and Uzbekistan: The last executioners —The
trend towards abolition in the former Soviet space
(Al Index: EUR 04/009/2004)

AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIA

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth I, represented by
Michael Jeffery

Head of government: John Howard

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

The rights of indigenous Australians remained a
concern. Measures to combat "terrorism"” led to
legislative amendments with implications for civil
rights. Limited options for permanent residency were
introduced, although thousands of refugees
remained in limbo. Refugee families were kept
separated by the government's policy of mandatory
and indefinite detention.

Indigenous people

In October, the Council of Social Services reported that
the gap between indigenous and non-indigenous
people in health, education, employment and housing
remained a concern. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait
[slander Commission, an elected body represented at
the UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous People, was
dismantled and replaced with a government-appointed
advisory council.
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In February, riots broke out in Sydney after the death
of ayoung indigenous man, T. J. Hickey, who fell from
his bicycle and was impaled on a fence during a police
operation. In August the coroner exonerated the New
South Wales police of any responsibility for his death.
In November, riots broke out on Palm Island,
Queensland, following the death of an indigenous man,
Cameron Doomadgee, while in police custody. A
specialist commission was appointed to conduct a full
inquiry into the death.

Violence against women
The government recognized violence against women as
an issue with the launch of its "Australia says NO"
campaign. In October, the results of a UN-coordinated
survey revealed that 36 per cent of Australian women
with a current or former partner had experienced
violence in a relationship. In October it was reported
that domestic violence was the leading cause of
premature death and ill-health in women aged 15 to 44.
In December, James Ramage was convicted in the
Supreme Court of Victoria of the lesser charge of
manslaughter, rather than murder, of his wife Julie
Ramage, based on her allegedly provocative words.
The Victorian Law Reform Commission and women'’s
groups questioned the continued availability of the
defence of provocation.

Human rights and security

New "counter-terrorism” laws extended the period of
detention without charge for “terrorism-related”
offences and further restricted choice of legal
representation. New legal provisions enabled the
Attorney-General to keep information with security
implications secret from an accused in federal criminal
trials if a magistrate agreed.

The government did not seek the transfer or release
of two Australian detainees — David Hicks and
Mamdouh Habib —held at Guantanamo Bay and
acquiesced to the operation of the US Military
Commissions. The preliminary hearing before a
military commission of David Hicks took place in
August. The government dismissed allegations of
torture and ill-treatment of Mamdouh Habib, detained
without charge.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

The High Court of Australia ruled that legislation
providing for the mandatory detention of asylum-
seekers was consistent with Australia’s Constitution.
3 Indian national Peter Qasim, from the state of
Jammu and Kashmir, entered his seventh year in
indefinite detention.

The Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission reported in May on the physical and
psychological harm suffered by children in detention
and called for all children and their families to be
released from immigration detention centres. As of
November, at least 212 asylum-seekers remained in
detention. The remaining 22 Afghans rescued by the MV
Tampa in 2001 and detained on Nauru were recognized
as refugees, leaving 54 still detained.
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The government amended Temporary Protection
Visaregulations, enabling selected refugees to apply
for other permits or visas, but thousands of refugees
remained in a state of uncertainty.

AUSTRIA

REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA

Head of state: Heinz Fischer (replaced Thomas Klestil
inJuly)

Head of government: Wolfgang Schiissel

Death sentence: abolitionist for all crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

There were concerns that the new Asylum Law, which
entered into force on 1 May, could increase the risk
of refugees being sent to “safe third countries” from
which they could be returned to countries where they
could face human rights violations. Allegations of
police brutality resulting in serious injury continued
to be received. At least one person died in custody in
disputed circumstances. Two human rights lawyers
were harassed and criminal proceedings were
initiated against them, apparently because of their
human rights work.

Refugees and asylum-seekers

On 15 October, the Constitutional Court declared three
articles of the 2004 Asylum Law unconstitutional. One
article allowed asylum-seekers to be deported before a
decision had been taken on their appeal. The second
limited the possibility of presenting new evidence
during a hearing, and the third allowed detention to be
prolonged if an application was resubmitted.

There were continuing concerns about asylum-
seekers' lack of access to translators during medical
examinations which failed to offer proper care. It was
unclear who under the new asylum law had
responsibility for the representation of
unaccompanied minors seeking asylum.

There were reports of ill-treatment of asylum-
seekers held in refugee camps. There were concerns
that mechanisms had not been put in place to ensure
proper monitoring and accountability regarding
facilities housing asylum-seekers; day-to-day
responsibility for such facilities had been outsourced
to private companies in 2003.

I A Georgian asylum-seeker in the Traiskirchen
Refugee Camp was allegedly ill-treated in February
when he refused to leave the camp during asylum

Amnesty International Report 2005



AZE

procedures. According to reports, he was wrestled to
the ground by officials and had cigarettes stubbed out
on his shoulder.

Allegations of police ill-treatment

and harassment

3 Ayoung man was reportedly beaten by police
officers in August at a garden party in Vienna. Despite
severe injuries, the police refused to allow an
ambulance to be called and detained him without
charge overnight. A hospital examination the following
day revealed that he was suffering from a fractured
skull and a cerebral haemorrhage. After the young man
submitted a complaint to the Independent
Administrative Tribunal, counter-charges were
brought against him of resisting state authority and
causing grievous bodily harm.

&3 In October, two human rights lawyers, Georg
Biirstmayr and Nadja Lorenz, were charged with
trafficking in human beings and incitement to break
the law. However, the charges were withdrawn within
days because of lack of evidence. At the time the
charges were laid by officials of the Ministry of

the Interior, Georg Biirstmayr was about to be
re-appointed as head of the Commission of the Human
Rights Advisory Board. The Minister of the Interior
opposed the appointment, but gave no reasons for

his objections. Following widespread protests, Georg
Biirstmayr was reappointed.

Death in custody

I On 29 January the Independent Administrative
Tribunal issued its conclusions concerning the death of
Cheibani Wague, from Mauritania, during a police
operation in the Vienna City Park in July 2003. Police
had been called to Cheibani Wague's workplace
following a dispute between him and a colleague. Video
footage of the incident showed six police and medical
officials surrounding Cheibani Wague as he lay
handcuffed, face-down on the ground, apparently
unconscious. An autopsy indicated lack of oxygen to
the brain and irreversible failure of the circulatory
system as the causes of death. The Tribunal established
that the methods used to immobilize Cheibani Wague
could have caused his death.The police officers
involved in the incident had not been suspended
during the investigation and no one had been charged
in connection with Cheibani Wague's death by the end
of 2004.

Extradition of asylum-seekers

There was continuing concern at the lack of monitoring
by the Austrian authorities to ensure that guarantees
given prior to extradition were in fact adhered to by the
receiving government. The willingness of the Austrian
authorities to consider extradition requests before
applications for asylum had been properly processed
was also a cause of concern.

3 InFebruary, Akhmet A., aRussian citizen, was
extradited to Russia, despite pending asylum
determination procedures. There were concerns that
the investigation by the Austrian authorities into the
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offences he allegedly committed in Russia —which
were the basis of the extradition request —was
inadequate. There were reports that Akhmet A. may
have beenill-treated in pre-trial detention by Russian
law enforcement officers following his return to Russia.

Unequal age of consent

Austria refused to provide compensation and
rehabilitation to all those convicted in previous years
under an article of the Penal Code which discriminated
against gay men by setting a higher age of consent than
that set for heterosexuals and leshians; the article had
been repealed in 2002. The European Court of Human
Rights had ruled on numerous occasions that
convictions under this article were in breach of human
rights law — namely the prohibition of discrimination
and the right to respect for private life —and had
ordered the Austrian government to pay compensation
inanumber of cases.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

* Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Austria (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)

* The EU Code of Conduct fails to prevent Austria
transferring rifle production to Malaysia (Al Index:
ACT 30/018/2004)

AZERBAIJAN

REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN

Head of state: [lham Aliev

Head of government: Artur Rasizade

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
International Criminal Court: not signed

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

More than 100 political opposition activists were
tried for their alleged participation in post-election
violence in October 2003: at least 40 men received
prison sentences following trials which reportedly
did not meet international fair trial standards.
Courts reportedly failed to exclude evidence
allegedly extracted under torture. Political prisoners
were among hundreds released during the year.

Trials of opposition activists

By the end of April, over 100 opposition activists had
been tried in separate court cases for their alleged
participation in violent clashes between supporters of
the opposition and law enforcement officers in the
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wake of presidential elections in October 2003. During
their trials, evidence reportedly based on confessions
extracted under torture was admitted in court. Thirty-
three men received prison sentences of between
three and six years. The rest received suspended
sentences. Among those who received a suspended
sentence was human rights activist and imam of the
independent Juma mosque Ilgar Ibrahimoglu. He was
released on 2 April.

On 7 May, seven leading members of the political
opposition went on trial at the Court for Grave Crimes
in Baku for their alleged participation in the violence.
International and national organizations called on the
authorities to ensure that they received a fair trial in
line with international standards. The seven were: Rauf
Arifoglu, a deputy chairman of the Musavat (Equality)
party and editor-in-chief of the Yeni Musavat
opposition newspaper; Ibrahim Ibrahimli and Arif Hajili
of Musavat; Panah Huseynov of the Khalq (People)
party; Etimad Asadov of the Karabakh Invalids’
Association; Sardar Jalologlu of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Party; and Igbal Agazade of the Umid
(Hope) party. They were reportedly accused of having
masterminded the violence and were charged with
organizing mass disturbances. They had consistently
denied the charges since their arbitrary detentions in
October 2003. Some of the seven were allegedly
tortured by members of the Ministry of Internal Affairs’
Organized Crime Unit. Others were reportedly detained
in cruel, inhuman and degrading conditions.

At the end of May the seven refused to attend further
preliminary court hearings in protest over what they
believed to be the court's failure to conduct a fair and
open trial according to international standards.
Following this protest, the defendants’ lawyers
resigned and the court appointed new defence lawyers
who attended the court session in the defendants’
absence. Following calls from supporters and human
rights groups, the seven resumed attending court
hearings on 22 June.

In court several witnesses reportedly retracted
earlier testimony, stating that law enforcement
officials had pressured them —including by the use of
force — to make statements incriminating the seven
defendants. Individual officials denied in court all
allegations of having tortured or ill-treated any of
the defendants. The court reportedly did not order
any investigations into the allegations of torture
and ill-treatment.

On 22 October the court handed down sentences of
between two and a half and five years’ imprisonment
to the seven. The Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, which had monitored the
trial, expressed dismay at the harshness of the
sentences. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe had earlier called the seven defendants
"presumed political prisoners” and asked for their
release or pardon as part of Azerbaijan's obligations
as a member state of the Council of Europe. On 19
November the Court of Appeals upheld the original
verdict. An appeal to the Supreme Court was pending
at the end of 2004.
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Amnesty for convicted political prisoners

In March, May, September and December, President
[lham Aliev pardoned a total of close to 1,000
prisoners. Among those subsequently released were a
number considered political prisoners by the Council
of Europe, which had required Azerbaijan to release or
retry them as one of its obligations on joining the
organization. They included former Prime Minister
Suret Huseynov and the leader of the self-proclaimed
Talysh-Mugan Republic, Alikram Hummatov.

Police ill-treatment and conditions of
detention

In December the Council of Europe's Committee for
the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (CPT) published its first
report on Azerbaijan. The report, which concerned the
CPT's visit to Azerbaijan in 2002, concluded that people
detained by the police ran a significant risk of being ll-
treated. Among the CPT's recommendations were that
professional training for police officers become a
priority and that legal safeguards against ill-treatment
in custody be applied from the moment of detention.
The report also highlighted serious shortcomings in the
conditions of detention at several police detention
centres. While acknowledging efforts made by the
authorities to improve prison conditions, the CPT
reported overcrowding in some prisons.

Nagorno-Karabakh
Death penalty — update
The status of the self-proclaimed Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic (NKR), which is not recognized by the
international community, remained unresolved. In
August 2003 the NKR adopted the criminal code of
neighbouring Armenia, thereby abolishing the
death penalty. The three prisoners who remained
on death row had their death sentences commuted
to I5 years' imprisonment.

There had been no executions in Nagorno-Karabakh
since 1997.
Torture and unfair trial — update
On 21 September former Defence Minister Samvel
Babaian was released from prison after serving a third
of his sentence. He was one of 35 prisoners pardoned
by President Arkadi Ghukasian on 17 September.
Samvel Babaian had been sentenced to 14 years'
imprisonment in 2001 after an unfair trial and amid
allegations that he had been tortured in police custody.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Belarus and Uzbekistan: The last executioners — The
trend towards abolition in the former Soviet space
(Al Index: EUR 04/009/2004)

+ Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International's concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Azerbaijan (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)
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BAHAMAS

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS

Head of state: Queen Elizabeth Il, represented by

Ivy Dumont

Head of government: Perry Gladstone Christie

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

Instances of brutality by police and prison staff were
reported. Asylum-seekers were deported without
access to adequate asylum procedures. Death
sentences were imposed; no executions were

carried out.

Death penalty

At the end of 2004 there were at least 26 people on
death row. Death sentences continued to be imposed
by the courts; no executions were carried out.

&3 In July, the Court of Appeal ruled that Ricardo
Lockhart's 2003 murder conviction was unsatisfactory
and unsafe. It substituted a conviction for
manslaughter and commuted his death sentence to a
prison term of 25 years.

Prison conditions

Conditions in Fox Hill Prison remained poor. Concerns
included inadequate sanitation, food, water and
medical care and some instances of ill-treatment.

&3 In August an inquest heard evidence that Sidney
McKenzie had been beaten before his death in
September 2000. A prisoner alleged in court that
prisoners had been beaten and threatened before
coming to court to give evidence.

I InOctober aninquest ruled that neglect and
failure to provide medical attention contributed to the
death of Kazimierz Kwasiborski, who died in prison on
28 August 2003.

Refugees

Asylum-seekers from countries including Haiti and
Cuba were forcibly returned without access to a full
and fair refugee determination procedure, in violation
of international law. There were reports of inadequate
medical attention, food and water at the Carmichael
Detention Centre. At least five children were detained
in violation of international standards.

Violations by the security forces

There were several reports of ill-treatment. At least
three people were fatally shot by police.

I The inquest into the fatal shooting by police of
Jermaine Alexander Mackey in December 2002 had not
concluded by the end of 2004.

&3 In October several Haitian and Cuban detainees
were reportedly beaten at the Carmichael Detention
Centre. The report of a police investigation into the
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allegations was presented to Parliament in December.
On 9 December, at least nine detainees and 11 guards
were injured during a fire and confrontation at the
Carmichael Detention Centre.

BAHRAIN

KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

Head of state: King Hamad bin 'Issa Al Khalifa

Head of government: Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman

Al Khalifa

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

Four political associations organized a petition
calling for constitutional amendments, which led
to the arrest of 17 people. The Bahrain Centre for
Human Rights was closed by ministerial order and
its executive director arrested. In response,
hundreds of demonstrators took to the streets. The
death sentence against a young Ethiopian woman
was commuted.

Background
In April, the first woman government minister was
appointed. Nada 'Abbas Haffadh, member of the
Supreme Council for Women, became Health Minister.
The long-serving Interior Minister Shaikh Muhammad
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa was replaced in May by Major
General Shaikh Rashid bin ‘Abdullah bin Ahmad
Al Khalifa.

In October King Hamad bin 'Issa Al Khalifa called for
the enactment of laws that would end all forms of
discrimination against women.

Arrests

'Abdul Ra'uf al-Shayeb, a board member of the National
Committee for Martyrs and Victims of Torture, was
arrested on 30 March. The arrest reportedly related to
his entering a house without permission and having an
"illicit relationship” with an Indonesian housemaid.
However, ‘Abdul Ra'uf al-Shayeb's arrest was believed
to be connected with his call a few days earlier for a
demonstration on behalf of victims of torture to take
place on 4 April, the day of the first Formula One Grand
Prix to be held in Bahrain. He was released on 3 April.
At the end of the year he still faced charges of entering
a house without the owner’s permission.

Seventeen people, including juveniles, were
arrested on 30 April for organizing a public petition
calling for constitutional amendments. The petition
was said to have been initiated by four political
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associations: the National Democratic Action Society,
the Islamic National Reconciliation Association (al-
Wifag), the National Democratic Society and the
Islamic Action Society. By 20 May all detainees had
been released by order of the King.

Human rights defender detained
'Abdul Hadi al-Khawaja, a human rights activist and
executive director of the Bahrain Centre for Human
Rights (BCHR), was arrested on 25 September and
ordered to be detained for 45 days by the public
prosecutor. The day before, he had made a personal
attack on the Prime Minister and voiced strong
criticisms of the government’s economic and human
rights record while speaking at a BCHR-convened
seminar on poverty. On 28 September the Minister of
Labour and Social Affairs ordered the BCHR's closure.
'Abdul Hadi al-Khawaja appeared in court on 16 and
20 October and on 7 November, and was charged under
Articles 165 and 168 of the 1976 Penal Code which
include the offence of “inciting hatred of the state,
defamation, spreading false information designed to
destabilize public security”. He denied all charges on
the basis that the 1976 laws were "unconstitutional”. On
21 November he received a one-year prison sentence
but was released the same day, having been pardoned
by the King. Hundreds of people demonstrated calling
for his release, many of whom were arrested and
remained in detention until their release also on 21
November by order of the King.

Torture and ill-treatment

&3 Hasan 'Abd al-Nabi Hassan, an unemployed man
from Sitra, was arrested on 20 November by four men
in civilian clothes as he stood near the royal palace
holding banners, one of which said: "I am a Bahraini
citizen and [ demand a job". The men, said to be from
the Royal Guard, ordered him to get into their car.
When he refused three of them reportedly kicked and
beat him with batons all over his body. The driver was
reported to have deliberately reversed the car into
him, hitting him on the side and arm. Hassan 'Abd al-
Nabi Hassan lost consciousness and was taken to Rifa'a
al-Gharbiya police station. He was handcuffed and put
in a cell. When he asked for medical treatment and to
see a lawyer, a duty officer beat him with a baton and
metal handcuffs. He was released on 21 November and
ordered to stop his protests near the palace.

Violence against women
There were reports of domestic violence against female
migrant workers and Bahraini women. State inaction
and discriminatory legislation left women vulnerable
to gender-based violence.
&3 A Bahraini woman was divorced from her husband
after she suffered regular beatings. No action against
him was taken despite the availability of medical
evidence and complaints. The husband kept custody of
the couple’s two children.

In May the Migrant Workers' Group, a local non-
governmental organization (NGO) working under the
umbrella of the BCHR, rescued Tushari Ramyalatha, a
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19-year-old Sri Lankan maid. She was reportedly the
victim of regular beatings and sexual harassment by
her employer's family who also refused to pay her
salary. She returned to Sri Lanka after her sponsor
reportedly agreed to pay for her flight and six
months’ salary.

In August the Shura (advisory) Council announced
that it had initiated a draft law to combat violence
against women.

Death penalty

In January the Supreme Court commuted the death
sentence of Yoshork Dostazudi, a 23-year-old Ethiopian
woman, to life imprisonment. She had been found
guilty of beating to death her female employer in
December1998.

Al country reports/ visits

Visit

Al visited Bahrain in August and September to carry out
research for the Gulf Stop Violence Against Women
project (see Middle East/North Africa Regional
Overview 2004) and promote human rights. Workshops
were organized and partnerships with local NGOs and
human rights activists were established. Al delegates
visited a women's prison in ‘Issa Town.

BANGLADESH

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH

Head of state: lajuddin Ahmed

Head of government: Begum Khaleda Zia

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: ratified

Impunity was a key factor in the government's failure
to stem a tide of violence. Among the main victims of
the violence were members of minority communities
and politicians. Human rights defenders continued
to be harassed and attacked. Thousands of
opposition activists were arbitrarily detained. At
least seven people were executed.

Background

The nexus between criminals and politicians appeared
to reinforce institutionalized corruption, violence, and
impunity for human rights abuses. Corruption,
including in the criminal justice system, remained a
major problem. In April a judge was removed from
office following an unprecedented investigation by
the Supreme Judicial Council, which considered
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allegations that he had taken a bribe to be "not totally
baseless”. The Anti-Corruption Commission was
established in November.

At least 147 people reportedly died during the year in
what the government portrayed as deaths in crossfire
between the special security force known as the Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB) and suspected criminals. There
were concerns that the deaths, which usually occurred
indesolate locations after the arrest of suspects, were
deliberate killings by the RAB. Opposition parties
alleged their members were most frequently targeted.

The 1999 High Court order for the judiciary to be
separated from the executive was not implemented.
The formation of the Bangladesh Judicial Service in
November was seen as a step forward.

Growing tide of violence

The year was marked by violent attacks on members of
the opposition and on public venues, including
cinemas and places of worship. Investigations lacked
the rigour to identify the motives. Members of the
ruling coalition parties, including the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-Islami, were
allegedly responsible for a series of attacks on
opposition rallies.

A grenade attack on the leaders of the opposition
Awami League during a rally on 21 August left 22 people
dead and hundreds injured. The opposition blamed
Islamist groups in the BNP-led coalition for the attack.
The government instituted a judicial inquiry. There
were concerns about the inquiry's impartiality after
the Prime Minister suggested that the opposition
might have carried out the attack themselves in order
to tarnish the government's image. The inquiry judge
submitted his report to the authorities on 2 October.
He told journalists that he had identified the
perpetrators and a link to "foreign enemies” but gave
no details. The content of the report and the
government's response had not been made public by
the end of 2004.

Three people were killed in a bomb attack at Hazrat
Shahjalal shrine in Sylhet in January. In May another
blast at the same shrine, a moderate Islamic place of
worship not favoured by conservative Islamic groups,
killed two people and injured dozens.

In October, BNP members reportedly attacked a
public meeting in the northern town of Rangpur.

Attacks on human rights defenders

Human rights defenders continued to receive death
threats and to be at risk of attacks. Perpetrators were
believed to be linked to Islamist groups or armed
criminal gangs whose conduct the defenders had
criticized.

&3 InFebruary, Dr Humayun Azad of Dhaka University
was stabbed by unidentified assailants. The attack
followed several death threats and was believed to be
related to the publication of his novel about Islamist
groups. No one was brought to justice for the attack.
Humayun Azad recovered after several months of
medical attention but died — reportedly of natural
causes —in August.
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&3 SumiKhan, the Chittagong correspondent for the
magazine Weekly 2000, was stabbed by unknown
assailants on 27 February while travelling in a rickshaw
on her way to send an article to her editor. The attack
was believed to relate to her investigative articles
about the involvement of local politicians and Islamist
groups in attacks on members of Hindu communities.
She continued to receive death threats. No one was
brought to justice for the attack.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
perceived to oppose government policies were at
risk of harassment.
&3 Dr Qazi Faruque Ahmed and David William Biswas,
the president and vice-president of the NGO Proshika,
were arrested on 22 May. Their arrest appeared to be
politically motivated, coming amid allegations that
Proshikahad engaged in political campaigning
against the current ruling alliance during the last
general elections. They were released on bail in July
and June respectively but charges against them
remained pending.

Violence against minorities

Impunity for violence against minorities, including
members of the Hindu and Ahmadiyya communities,
was endemic.

No independent inquiry was conducted into the
attacks on tribal people in the Chittagong Hill Tracts in
2003, which involved killing, rape, sexual assault, and
the burning of hundreds of homes. No one was brought
to justice for the killing of an Ahmadi preacher or for
the chanting of hate slogans or for attacks against the
Ahmadiyya community's places of worship. Although
several people were arrested on charges of
involvement in the burning of a Hindu home in
Banskhali Upazila in 2003, there were concerns that the
main alleged culprits were not among them.

Violence against women

Violence against women was widely reported,
including acid attacks and cases of women killed in
dowry disputes. Women accounted for the large
majority of acid attack victims. According to the Acid
Survivors Foundation, at least 153 women were
attacked between January and October, and in cases
that went before the courts, only one in nine ended in
successful prosecution. In some cases the matter was
reportedly "settled” out of court between the families
of the victim and the perpetrator. Reasons for most
attacks were reportedly disputes between families or
refusal by women of marriage or sex.

Mass arrest of opposition activists

In several waves of mass arrests, thousands of people
were detained, usually for weeks. Thousands were
detained in April during a campaign of general strikes
and anti-government protests organized by the Awami
League. Thousands more were detained in September.
Bangladeshi human rights organizations challenged
the lawfulness of the arrests before the High Court,
which sought but did not receive an explanation from
the government.
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Past abuses

On 20 October a court in Dhaka gave its verdict in the
trial of 11 men accused of killing four Awami League
leaders in Dhaka Central Jail in November 1975. Three
were sentenced to death in absentia; another three —
already sentenced to death for the killing of President
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in August 1975 — were

given life imprisonment; and five were acquitted.

The Awami League claimed the acquittals were
politically motivated.

Death penalty

Over 120 people were sentenced to death. Seven
people, including three policemen, were executed for
rape and murder.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Bangladesh: Government must stem growing tide of
violence (Al Index: ASA 13/015/2004)

+ Bangladesh: The Ahmadiyya Community — their
rights must be protected (Al index: ASA 13/005/2004)

+ Bangladesh: Chittagong Hill Tracts: A Call for Justice
at Mahalchari (Al Index: ASA 13/003/2004)

BELARUS

REPUBLIC OF BELARUS

Head of state: Alyaksandr Lukashenka

Head of government: Sergei Sidorsky

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: not signed

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

No progress was made in investigating four cases of
"disappearance”. Death sentences and executions
continued. Human rights defenders were subjected
to intimidation and harassment. The government
continued to restrict freedom of expression and
assembly; opposition activists were arbitrarily
detained and allegedly ill-treated by police. Non-
governmental organizations including human
rights groups continued to be subjected to
restrictions and closures.

Background

There was increasing international concern about
Belarus' failure to improve human rights. In January the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
(PACE) rejected Belarus' request for the reinstatement
of its special guest status with PACE. In April the UN
Commission on Human Rights appointed a Special
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Rapporteur to examine the human rights situation in
Belarus and to report back to the Commission in 2005.
The Special Rapporteur was also mandated to monitor
the development of a programme of human rights
education for all sectors of society, in particular

the judiciary, law enforcement and prison officials
and civil society. He was refused a visa to visit Belarus
in December.

In parliamentary elections on 17 October
government candidates were elected to all seats. The
elections were overshadowed by a referendum in
which President Alyaksandr Lukashenka won the right
to lift the constitutional limit of two presidential terms.
Observers for the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) commented that the
elections and the referendum fell significantly short of
OSCE commitments.

Death penalty

In March the Constitutional Court concluded its
assessment of the compliance of death penalty
provisions in the Criminal Code with the Constitution
and international standards. The Court found that a
number of articles of the Criminal Code were
inconsistent with the Constitution. The Court ruling
made it possible for the head of state and parliament to
abolish the death penalty or, as a first step, introduce a
moratorium, should the political will exist. However,
during 2004, at least five people were reportedly
sentenced to death and executed.

‘Disappearances’

In March the department for organized crime and
corruption of the Procuracy announced that the
investigation into the "disappearance” of television
cameraman Dmitry Zavadsky in July 2000 had been
stopped "because of the failure to discover the
disappeared person”. There was no progress in the
cases of leading opposition figures Yury Zakharenko
and Viktor Gonchar and businessman Anatoly
Krasovsky, who all "disappeared"” in 1999 and 2000.

In April PACE called on the authorities to carry out an
independent investigation into the "disappearances”
and to launch criminal investigations into the alleged
involvement of high-ranking officials in the events and
their cover-up.

Human rights defenders

A pattern of deliberate obstruction, harassment and
intimidation of human rights defenders persisted. In
June the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General on human rights defenders, Hina Jilani,
expressed serious concern at the reported curtailment
of the freedom of association in Belarus. She expressed
particular alarm at the threatened closure of the
Belarusian Helsinki Committee (BHC), reportedly the
last nationally operating human rights non-
governmental organization.

&3 In January the tax inspection office of the Minsk
Moskovskaia District accused the BHC of using a
European Union (EU) grant without registering it and of
not paying taxes in accordance with national
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legislation. The EU programme that provided the grant
was in fact exempted from tax, as recorded in a1994
memorandum between the Belarusian authorities and
the EU. In June, the BHC was cleared of all charges by
the Minsk Economic Court, a decision upheld by the
Appellate Court at the end of July. The decision
confirmed that the organization's activities were lawful
and complied with all procedures as required by the
Belarusian authorities. Despite this, a criminal
investigation into alleged tax evasion against the

chair and the head accountant of the BHC continued
until 28 December, after which the charges against
them were dropped.

Freedom of expression

Peaceful protesters continued to be detained solely
for exercising their rights to freedom of expression
and assembly.

&3 In September, Valery Levonevsky and Alexander
Vasiliev, respectively the president and deputy
president of the national strike committee of market
traders, were each sentenced to two years in prison
by the Leninsky district court in Grodno after being
convicted of publicly insulting the President. They
had distributed a leaflet containing a satirical poem
and calling on people to take part in 1 May
demonstrations and "to come and say that you are
against 'somebody’ going on holiday skiing in Austria
and having a good time at your cost”. President
Alyaksandr Lukashenka was known to have spent his
holidays in Austria.

I Mikhail Marinich, a prominent member of the
opposition, was detained on 26 April, originally for a
traffic offence. The charge was then changed to
possession of foreign currency and he was finally
charged with illegal use, possession and transfer of
arms after a pistol was found at his dacha. On 30
August he was charged with theft of computers from
the organization Delovaia Initsiiativa, of which he is
president. The computers were on loan from the US
Embassy, which stated it had made no complaint.
Members of the organization informed his lawyer
that they had agreed to him storing the computers in
his garage temporarily. On 20 December Mikhail
Marinich was sentenced to five years' imprisonment
by the Minsk district court for "abuse of an official
position for the purpose of theft". The theftin
question referred to the computers on loan to
Delovaia Initsiiativa. The charge of possession of
arms was dropped.

3 Opposition activists who held peaceful
demonstrations to protest at the results of the October
elections and referendum were subjected to arbitrary
arrest and ill-treatment by the police. After
demonstrations on 19 October about 50 demonstrators
were reportedly detained and beaten. Anatoly
Lebedko, leader of the United Civil Party, suffered
concussion, broken ribs and possible kidney damage as
aresult of beatings. Forty people were charged with
participation in or organization of unsanctioned public
demonstrations and sentenced to up to 15 days’
imprisonment or fined.
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Violation of trade union rights

There was continuing pressure on trade unions to
conform to government policies. Trade union members
were constantly harassed.

&3 InOctober, Sergei Antonchik was sentenced to 15
days' administrative detention by the Partizansky
District Court in Minsk for holding a meeting on the
premises of the Free Trade Union of Belarus. The
meeting, which had been agreed with the chair of the
union, was to organize the setting up of a new non-
governmental organization.

Long-term prisoner of conscience

3 The Central District Court of the City of Minsk
eased Yury Bandazhevsky's conditions of detention
and transferred him to a "corrective labour settlement”
in Grodno Region. Professor Yury Bandazhevsky was
sentenced to eight years' imprisonment in June 2001 for
alleged bribe-taking but Al believes that he was
convicted because he had criticized official responses
to the Chernobyl nuclear reactor catastrophe of 1986.
The new terms of detention allowed him to receive
visitors and request leave for family visits.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Belarus: Stifling the promotion of human rights (Al
Index: EUR 49/004/2004)

+ Belarus and Uzbekistan: The last executioners — The
trend towards abolition in the former Soviet space
(Al Index: EUR 04/009/2004)

* Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Belarus (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)

Visit

An Al delegate attended a human rights forum near

Minsk in January.
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BELGIUM

KINGDOM OF BELGIUM

Head of state: King Albert Il

Head of government: Guy Verhofstadt

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

There were further attacks on Jews and Muslims.
Detainees, many of them foreign nationals,
allegedly suffered police brutality and other cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. Reports of
prison overcrowding continued, accompanied by a
high suicide rate among prisoners. There was
concern that aspects of the asylum determination
process and related appeals procedures were not in
line with international standards on the rights of
asylum-seekers. The entry into force of legislation
passed in 2003, establishing a guardianship service
to protect the rights of unaccompanied foreign
children, was widely welcomed, but the treatment of
some such children continued to fall short of
international standards. The government
announced a national action plan running between
the end of 2004 and 2007 to combat domestic
violence against women, but there were fears that
the plan was insufficiently funded. Trafficking in
people, in particular women and girls for sexual
purposes, continued to increase.

Scrutiny by intergovernmental organizations
Areport published in January by the European
Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI)
said that Belgium had made progress but that a number
of ECRI's recommendations had "not, or not fully,
been implemented.”

In July the UN Human Rights Committee expressed
concerns relating to, among other things, reports of
racist acts; police ill-treatment; failure to guarantee or
fully respect the rights of asylum-seekers,
unauthorized migrants, detainees, prisoners and the
mentally ill; and insufficient assistance for victims of
trafficking. It stated that changes to Belgium's
universal jurisdiction legislation introduced in 2003
had negative repercussions for victims of serious
violations of international humanitarian law. It also
expressed concern that the definition of "terrorism” in
the Terrorist Offences Act of December 2003 was not
fully in line with the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.

Racism and xenophobia in the community
There were numerous accounts of Jews, including
children, suffering verbal insults, harassment and
violent attacks. There were also racist incidents
directed against Arabs and Muslims, including
asylum-seekers.
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In January ECRI called for "a more determined
institutional reaction against the use of racist or
xenophobic discourse in politics” and for "concerted
efforts of Belgian society as a whole" to address
"manifestations of anti-semitism and Islamophobia.”

In July the Human Rights Committee noted with
concern the number of "racist, xenophobic, anti-
Semitic and Anti-Muslim acts” and urged Belgium to
take all necessary steps to protect communities
resident in the country. The federal government
strongly condemned such acts and a number of
initiatives were taken by federal, regional and
community authorities to protect vulnerable
communities, combat racism and promote
intercultural dialogue. In July, following a sudden
upsurge in racist attacks, the government adopted a
detailed federal action plan to combat racism, anti-
Semitism and xenophobia.

&3 InJune, four young teenage students at a Jewish
rabbinical school in an Antwerp suburb said that they
were confronted in the street by a group of young men
of North African appearance who were armed with
knives and blunt instruments. One of the students, a 16-
year-old boy, was stabbed in the back and suffered a
punctured lung. The authorities said that every step
would be taken to safeguard the school, and a criminal
investigation was opened to track down the attackers.
3 InJuly several masked individuals armed with
batons and a knife broke into Broechem open centre
for asylum-seekers near Antwerp in the early hours of
the morning. They entered the residents’ rooms,
terrorizing them and selecting three men for physical
attack. The aggressors asked their victims questions of
aracist nature, wanting to know, in particular, if they
were Muslims. [t later emerged that the victims, one of
whom needed hospital treatment as a result of the
attack, were of Russian, Israeli and Serbian origin. The
police and the Federal Agency for the Reception of
Asylum-Seekers (Fedasil) announced additional
security measures to protect residents of the Broechem
and other similar centres for asylum-seekers. Fedasil
also lodged a criminal complaint against persons
unknown and a criminal investigation was opened. The
attackers —all teenagers, including minors — were
arrested within days.

Police ill-treatment, racism and impunity
There were further reports of ill-treatment and racist
abuse by police. The Standing Police Monitoring
Committee stated that complaints of police racism
were increasing and that most came from areas with
large immigrant populations such as Brussels and
Antwerp. The perpetrators of such abuses frequently
enjoyed impunity. A number of the fundamental
safeguards against ill-treatment in police custody were
still not in place.

The Human Rights Committee called on Belgium to
amend its Code of Criminal Procedure and "guarantee
the rights of individuals in detention to notify their
immediate families that they have been detained and
to have access to alawyer and a doctor within the first
few hours of detention”. The Committee expressed
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concern about the persistence of "allegations of police
violence, often accompanied by racial discrimination”,
and about reports that relevant investigations were
not always thorough and judgments, when handed
down, were still "mostly of a token nature.” It called for
more thorough inquiries and for routine linking of
actions alleging police ill-treatment and actions
brought against alleged victims by the police.

ECRI called for "further efforts to prevent racist or
discriminatory behaviour” by the police. It reiterated
the need to implement existing domestic legislation
against racism and racial discrimination to ensure that
the legislation was applied also to police officers
responsible for any such acts.

Abuses during deportation

There were further allegations that foreign nationals,
both men and women, suffered excessive force and
cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment in the
context of deportation operations. In July the Human
Rights Committee recommended that those
responsible for carrying out deportations be better
trained and monitored.

Some foreign nationals, who had been denied access
to Belgian territory on arrival at the airport and then
held in detention centres for aliens by administrative
order awaiting deportation, were released on the
orders of the court mandated to rule on the legality of
their continued detention. In some cases such people
were transferred directly to the transit zone of the
national airport under police escort, on the orders of
the Aliens Office attached to the Interior Ministry. They
were then left for days or weeks, and occasionally
months, effectively confined, without passports and
access to legal advice, and without some of the basic
means of survival such as food, fresh air and proper
washing facilities. As a result, they were frequently
forced to rely on the charity of passengers and airport
staff. Among the victims were people whose asylum
applications had been rejected.

The Ministry maintained that, although released by
court order, the foreign nationals in question had no
right of residence in Belgium and were still subject to
deportation orders issued by the Aliens Office. It said
that by being placed in the transit zone, the individuals
were not being detained, but were simply being
escorted to Belgium's border and were free to leave by
catching a flight to their country of origin or a third
country, with the costs being borne by the airline which
had carried them to Belgium.

Al joined a number of domestic non-governmental
organizations in public and direct appeals to the
government calling for an end to the practice. In July
the Human Rights Committee also expressed concern
about foreigners being held in the transit zone "under
questionable sanitary and social conditions”. It
considered such practices "akin to arbitrary detention
which can lead to inhuman and degrading treatment”
and said that Belgium should end them immediately.
I A teenager from Guinea-Bissau who arrived at
Brussels airport in November 2003 and made an
immediate but unsuccessful asylum application, spent
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some eight months in detention centres for aliens.
During this period he was subject to several
deportation attempts. The courts twice ruled that he
should be released, allowed to enter Belgian territory,
and provided with a guardian and appropriate care in
an institution where he would be protected as a minor.
The Aliens Office disputed that he was a minor, as he
maintained, and eventually transferred him to the
transit zone in the airport in July, where he spent
several days without food and sleeping facilities.
Following interventions and publicity by domestic
non-governmental organizations and the media, the
Interior Minister ordered the boy's transfer to an open
centre for asylum-seekers.

During the year, at the request of the Interior
Minister, an independent commission re-evaluated the
techniques used in forcible deportation operations. Al
drew the commission's attention to its continuing
concerns as well as to the recommendations it had
submitted to the Belgian government in 2003. The
commission's final report and recommendations had
not been published by the end of the year.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports and statements

* Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Belgium (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)

* Stop Violence against Women: Belgium — breaking
the cycle of violence (Al Index: EUR 14/001/2004)

* Belgium: Prompt action needed to address human
rights concerns (Al Index: EUR 14/002/2004)
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BHUTAN

KINGDOM OF BHUTAN

Head of state: King Jigme Singye Wangchuck

Head of government: Yeshey Zimba (replaced Jigmi
Thinley in August)

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: not signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

There was little progress towards a durable solution
for more than 100,000 refugees from southern
Bhutan living in camps in eastern Nepal. Nepali-
speaking people in southern Bhutan continued to
face discrimination. In March Bhutan abolished the
death penalty.

Background

The government continued drafting Bhutan's first
Constitution, a process that began in 2002. A draft
Constitution was expected to be made public in early
2005 and form the basis for public consultations at
Dzongkhag (district) level.

On 16 January Bhutan announced the end of a
month-long operation to expel from its territory three
armed separatist groups from north-east India — the
United Liberation Front of Assam, National Democratic
Front of Bodoland and Kamtapur Liberation
Organization. It was reported by Bhutanese and Indian
officials that 30 camps were destroyed and 650
combatants killed or taken into custody during the
operation. Bhutanese authorities also said that up to
65,000 local people had been moved for their safety. In
March the Bhutanese authorities launched a further
operation against remaining members of India-based
armed separatist groups. There were unconfirmed
reports that Bhutanese civilians suspected of
supporting these groups had been arrested and
tortured.

In January Bhutan presented its first report to the UN
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women. The Committee identified access to
education and political involvement as areas where
women continue to be disadvantaged and called on
Bhutan to include the principle of gender equality in its
draft Constitution.

Refugees

Efforts to resolve the situation of Bhutanese refugees
in eastern Nepal remained blocked during 2004. There
was no progress in the first few months of the year,
after Bhutan suspended talks following a violent
incident during a visit by Bhutanese officials to
Khudunabari refugee camp in December 2003. Only
after Nepal issued a report into the incident in May did
Bhutan accept in principle that the process could
restart. However, there was no resumption of official
bilateral talks or implementation of the agreement
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reached between Nepal and Bhutan in 2003 on the
return of some refugees. Moreover, there were serious
concerns about the conditions under which refugees
might be required to return, and about the lack of
monitoring of the process, since the UN refugee agency
UNHCR continued to be denied access to Bhutan.

Following an announcement in 2003 of plans to
reduce assistance in the camps, UNHCR planned to re-
register the refugees. However, by the end of 2004, the
Nepal government had not agreed to this.

In October, a US Assistant Secretary of State visited
India, Bhutan and Nepal in a high-level initiative aimed
atresolving the stalemate.

Death penalty

On 20 March the King issued a Royal Decree aholishing
capital punishment. Although Bhutan is not known to
have carried out an execution since 1964, the death
penalty had previously been retained as a punishment
for treason.

Education

Children in southern Bhutan continued to face
discrimination in access to education, in violation of
the UN Children's Convention. It was reported that
children from the Nepali-speaking community,
especially those whose relatives were living in refugee
camps in Nepal, as well as some Christian children,
faced difficulties obtaining the Security Clearance
Certificate required to enrol in school and sit exams.

Possible prisoners of conscience

A number of possible prisoners of conscience from
southern and eastern Bhutan remained in prison,
although there were unconfirmed reports that some
had been released on completion of their sentences.

Al country reports/ visits

+ Amnesty International’s concerns at the 55th Session
of the Executive Committee of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (Al Index: IOR
41/031/2004)

- Death Penalty News, June 2004 (Al Index: ACT
53/001/2004)
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BOLIVIA

REPUBLIC OF BOLIVIA

Head of state and government: Carlos Mesa Gisbert
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

Torture and ill-treatment of detainees continued to

be reported and prison conditions remained harsh.

There was concern at delays in the investigations of
confrontations between protesters and the security
forces in 2003 which left over 100 people dead and
hundreds more injured.

Background
2004 was dominated by political instability and social
unrest.

InJuly, a referendum was held on the future of
Bolivia's natural gas resources, the second largest in
South America. The referendum, which was seen
as a vote of confidence in the current administration,
took place amid discontent, calls for a boycott and
threats to burn ballot boxes. The government won
the referendum.

A number of judicial complaints were filed against
former President Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada and
members of his administration in connection with the
killings of scores of demonstrators by members of the
security forces in October 2003. Congress gave its
authorization for legal proceedings to go ahead in
October 2004.

Impunity

In May the Senate approved a bilateral agreement with
the USA granting absolute immunity from international
prosecution to US nationals accused by the
International Criminal Court of committing genocide,
crimes against humanity or war crimes. The agreement
was awaiting ratification by the Chamber of Deputies
by the end of the year.

lll-treatment in detention

Conditions in many prisons amounted to cruel,
inhuman and degrading treatment. Overcrowding and
alack of recreation, medical and rehabilitation
facilities were commonplace. There were reports of ill-
treatment of detainees.

&3 In April, Francisco Javier Villanueva, a Spanish
national, was detained in Santa Cruz, by plain-clothes
police officers. He alleged that the officers, who failed
to produce an arrest warrant, took him to an
unidentified location where they beat him and
threatened to kill him; put his head under water until
he nearly drowned; and gave him electric shocks in an
attempt to make him confess to involvement in the
killing of a provincial prosecutor in the city of Santa
Cruz in February.
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Investigations into killings of

demonstrators in 2003

Investigations into the killings of more than 100 people
by the security forces in February and October 2003
made slow progress. Concerns intensified during the
year about the impartiality, independence and
thoroughness of the investigations. In February the
Military Court acquitted four members of the armed
forces accused of killing two civilians during a
demonstration in February 2003 in La Paz. In July
prosecutors in charge of the investigations into the
October killings announced that they intended to close
the investigations because it was "technically”
impossible to identify those responsible for the deaths.
However, in May, the Constitutional Court ruled that
the four armed forces members should be tried by the
ordinary courts and investigations were continuing
under the jurisdiction of the ordinary courts at the end
of the year.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

* Bolivia: Crisis and justice — Days of violence in
February and October 2003 (Al Index: AMR
18/006/2004)

* Bolivia: [ll-health of Francisco Cortés, peasant leader
(Al Index: AMR 18/001/2004)

* Bolivia: New open letter to all Honourable Deputies
of the Bolivian National Congress urging them to
reject the bilateral agreement with the United States
on the International Criminal Court (Al Index: AMR
18/002/2004)
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BOSNIAAND
HERZEGOVINA

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Head of state: rotating presidency — Dragan Covi,
Sulejman Tihi¢ and Borislav Paravac

Head of government: Adnan Terzi¢

President of the Federation of Bosnia and
Herzegovina: Niko Lozanti¢

President of the Republika Srpska: Dragan Cavi¢
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
ratified

Impunity for war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed during the 199295 war
continued to be widespread. Thousands of
"disappearances"” were still unresolved. While
perpetrators of wartime violations continued to
enjoy impunity, victims and their families were
denied access to justice and redress. Lack of
cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia (Tribunal), particularly by
the Republika Srpska (RS), was a major obstacle to
justice. The efforts of the authorities to tackle
impunity in proceedings before domestic courts
remained largely insufficient, although some war
crimes trials were conducted. According to the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the
number of people displaced by the war who had
returned to their homes reached one million in July.
However, many returns were not sustainable as
returnees continued to face discrimination and, in
some cases, violent attacks.

Background

Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) remained divided in two
semi-autonomous entities, the RS and the Federation
of Bosnia and Herzegovina (FBiH), with a special status
granted to the Brcko District. The international
community continued to exert significant influence
over the country's political process, in particular
through a High Representative with executive powers,
nominated by the Peace Implementation Council, an
intergovernmental body that monitors implementation
of the Dayton Peace Agreement.

In December the peacekeeping Operation
Althea/EUFOR, led by the European Union (EU), was
launched as the direct descendant, under the Dayton
Peace Agreement, of the NATO-led Stabilisation Force
(SFOR). In addition to approximately 7,000 EUFOR
troops, about 150 NATO troops remained, reportedly to
assist the authorities in combating "terrorism” and in
defence reform. The EU Police Mission, which included
approximately 500 police officers, remained to
monitor and supervise the activities of the local police.
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A special Human Rights Commission within the
Constitutional Court was established in January, to
deal with the backlog of cases registered with the
Human Rights Chamber before its closure in
December 2003. As of December 2004, the
Commission had resolved 3,231 applications, while
5,710 remained pending.

Wartime human rights violations
International prosecutions

The Tribunal continued to try alleged perpetrators of
serious violations of international humanitarian law,
but faced increasing financial constraints.

In March the Tribunal indicted Jadranko Prli¢, Bruno
Stoji¢, Slobodan Praljak, Milivoj Petkovi¢, Valentin
Cori¢ and Berislav Pusi¢, former commanders in the
Croatian Defence Council (HVO), the Bosnian Croat
armed forces. They were charged with crimes against
humanity and war crimes against the non-Croat
population. All the accused surrendered voluntarily to
the Tribunal.

In March, Ranko Cesi¢, a former member of the RS
Army (VRS) and police reserve in Bréko, was
sentenced to 18 years' imprisonment after he admitted
12 counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes.
Miroslav Deronji¢, former President of the Bratunac
Municipal Board of the Serbian Democratic Party,
received a 10-year sentence after pleading guilty to
crimes against the non-Serbian population in the
village of Glogova. Darko Mrda, a former Prijedor
police officer, was sentenced to 17 years in prison after
he admitted his role in the murder in 1992 of over 200
non-Serbian civilians.

In April the Tribunal's Appeals Chamber found that
genocide was committed in Srebrenica in 1995, and
sentenced Radislav Krsti¢, a former general in the
Bosnian Serb army, to 35 years' imprisonment for aiding
and abetting genocide.

In June judges in the trial of Slobodan MiloSevic,
former President of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
rejected a motion that genocide and other charges be
withdrawn.

In October, LjubiSa Beara, former Chief of Security in
the VRS, indicted for alleged crimes against the non-
Serbian population in Srebrenica, was transferred to
the Tribunal’s custody. The Tribunal unsealed an
indictment against Miroslav Bralo, a former HVO
member, charging him with crimes in 1993 against
Bosnian Muslims in the La$va Valley. He voluntarily
surrendered in November and was transferred to the
Tribunal's custody.

In December Dragomir MiloSevi¢, who had been
indicted for his alleged role, as a VRS commander, in
the shelling of Sarajevo, voluntarily surrendered to the
authorities of Serbia and Montenegro. He was
subsequently transferred to the Tribunal's custody.

Cooperation between the RS authorities and the
Tribunal remained inadequate. Most of the 19 publicly
indicted suspects at large at the end of 2004 were
Bosnian Serbs thought to be in neighbouring Serbia and
Montenegro or in the RS. In April the RS police raided
the family homes of Milan Luki¢ and Sredoje Lukic,
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indicted by the Tribunal for alleged crimes against the
non-Serbian population near the town of ViSegrad. The
raid did not result in any arrest, and Milan Lukic's
brother Novica was killed.

Domestic investigations and prosecutions

In September and October legislation was passed to
regulate the functioning of a War Crimes Chamber to
become operational within the State Court of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in early 2005. There was some
progress in making fully operational the new national
criminal investigation agency (SIPA). In July the Office
of the High Representative set up a police restructuring
commission to develop reform policies and draft
legislation, which in December proposed that SIPA, the
State Border Service and local police forces be united
in a single national police structure.

In a joint action in October, SIPA and SFOR officers
arrested a man suspected of war crimes against the
Bosnian Muslim population in Fo¢a. He was reportedly
shot and wounded after opening fire to resist arrest.

The domestic criminal justice system persistently
failed to actively prosecute alleged war criminals as
the judiciary and police services in the FBiH and the RS
failed to cooperate with each other. In November the
RS police arrested eight men alleged to have
committed war crimes against the Bosnian Muslim
population, but high-level suspects continued to
evade arrest.

Victims, witnesses and courts remained without
adequate protection from harassment, intimidation
and threats, pending implementation of a
comprehensive witness protection programme.

The trials for war crimes that did take place before
local courts were mostly in the FBiH.

&3 InJanuary the Mostar Cantonal Court acquitted
Zeljko Dzidi¢, Mate Ani¢i¢, Ivan Skutor and Erhard
Poznic¢ of war crimes charges, including their

alleged involvement in the "disappearance” of 13
Bosnian Serb soldiers in Mostar in 1993, reportedly for
lack of evidence.

&3 InFebruary, Ratko GaSovi¢, a former member of a
Serbian paramilitary group, was sentenced to 10 years'
imprisonment by the Sarajevo Cantonal Court for war
crimes against the civilian population, including the
rape of a non-Serbian woman. In November the
sentence was reduced to eight years on appeal.

3 In May the trial of 11 former police officers from
Prijedor opened at the Banja Luka District Court.

They were accused of the abduction and murder of
Father Tomislav Matanovi¢, a Roman Catholic priest,
and his parents in 1995. The trial was continuing at the
end of 2004.

&3 In June proceedings resumed at the Zenica
Cantonal Court against Dominik Ilijasevi¢, a former
Bosnian Croat military commander accused of war
crimes committed against Bosniak civilians in Stupni
Do in central Bosnia. The trial reportedly had to be
restarted after a suspension of the proceedings
exceeded 30 days. It had not concluded by the end of
the year.

&3 InDecember, Zoran KneZevi¢, a former VRS
member, was sentenced to 10 years' imprisonment
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by the Sarajevo Cantonal Court for raping two non-
Serb women in the Sarajevo district of Grbavica in 1992
and 1994.

Srebrenica Commission

In January a Commission of Inquiry established by the
RS authorities began investigating the massive human
rights violations after the fall of Srebrenica in July 1995.
In 2003 the Human Rights Chamber had ordered the RS
authorities to conduct a full, meaningful, thorough and
detailed investigation into the human rights violations
which took place in and around Srebrenica between 10
and 19 July 1995. After the Commission's preliminary
report in April highlighted systematic obstruction by
the RS military, police and intelligence authorities, the
High Representative ordered a number of measures to
support the work of the Commission, including the
dismissal of the Commission’s Chairman and other

RS officials.

In October the Commission'’s final report contained
evidence of the participation of the RS police and
armed forces in the killing of 7,800 non-Serbs after the
fall of Srebrenica. It identified the location of mass
graves, some of which were previously unknown. In
November the RS government for the first time
apologized for the human rights violations in and
around Srebrenica.

'Disappearances' and missing persons
According to data from the International Committee of
the Red Cross, almost 17,000 persons who went missing
during the conflict are still unaccounted for. Many of
them "disappeared” after being taken into custody by
the military and security forces; those responsible have
continued to enjoy impunity.

The exhumation of mass graves identified by the
Srebrenica Commission began in June. By the end of
2004, the bodies of approximately 1,300 people
killed after the fall of Srebrenica had been exhumed
and identified.

Between August and November the remains of 456
people were exhumed from a mass grave in Kevljani,
near Prijedor. The bodies are believed to be of former
Bosnian Muslim inmates of the Omarska and Keraterm
detention camps run by the Bosnian Serb authorities.

Right to return in safety and with dignity
Some 18,900 people returned to their pre-war homes
between January and October, according to the
UNHCR field mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Although just over one million displaced people are
estimated to have returned to their homes since the
end of the conflict, hundreds of thousands have not
returned or have not been able to stay in their pre-
war communities. In many cases, they have been
deterred by the lack of jobs or access to employment.
As well as the effects of a weak economy and the
difficulties of economic transition and post-war
reconstruction, returnees have faced discrimination
on ethnic grounds when trying to find work. In some
cases, they have been subjected to ethnically
motivated violence.
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Violations by peacekeeping forces

SFOR troops continued to arbitrarily detain people
suspected of providing support to suspected war
criminals indicted by the Tribunal. No arrest warrants
were known to have been issued against such SFOR
detainees, who were sometimes detained without
charge or trial for several weeks.

In April, SFOR troops raided a Serbian Orthodox
church and a neighbouring priest's home in Pale,
reportedly in an attempt to apprehend former RS
leader Radovan Karad?zi¢, indicted by the Tribunal on
charges of genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes. The operation did not result in an arrest, but
the priest and his son were seriously wounded,
reportedly as a result of an explosive charge used in the
forced entry of the priest's residence.

'War on terror’

In February, Amgad Fath Allah Yusuf 'Amir was released
from custody in the FBiH. He had been arrested in July
2003 for allegedly carrying forged documents. The
authorities in Egypt subsequently requested his
extradition, claiming that he was a member of an
armed Islamist group. Al was concerned that he would
face the death penalty if extradited.

In May the wife of one of six men of Algerian origin
who were illegally transferred to US custody in 2002 by
the FBiH authorities and detained in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, was reportedly beaten by three unidentified
assailants at her flat in Sarajevo. A criminal
investigation was opened. In July the cases of two
of the men were included in a petition for a writ of
habeas corpus by the New York-based Center for
Constitutional Rights, seeking to challenge the
lawfulness of their detention.

Human trafficking

In March the State Court imposed prison sentences of
up to nine years on four members of an organized
criminal network for trafficking women and girls who
were forced into prostitution in a chain of nightclubs in
Prijedor. The accused were convicted of organized
crime and human trafficking. In July the State Court
sentenced two men, including the owner of a nightclub
in Kiseljak, near Sarajevo, to up to 15 months'’
imprisonment for offences related to the trafficking of
women for forced prostitution.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ The apparent lack of accountability of international
peacekeeping forces in Kosovo and Bosnia-
Herzegovina (Al Index: EUR 05/002/2004)

+ Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Bosnia and Herzegovina (Al Index: EUR
01/005/2004)
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BRAZIL

FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OF BRAZIL

Head of state and government: Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva
Death penalty: abolitionist for ordinary crimes
International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified with reservations
Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: ratified

Levels of human rights violations continued to be
extremely high, despite a number of initiatives by the
federal government's Special Secretariat of Human
Rights. Reports of ineffective, violent, and corrupt
policing raised doubts about the effectiveness of
government proposals for reform. Hundreds, possibly
thousands, of civilians were killed by police in alleged
gun battles. Few if any of the cases were fully
investigated. There were consistent reports of police
participation in "death squads”. The use of torture
was widespread and systematic. The prison system
was characterized by overcrowding, riots and
corruption. Federal and state authorities provided
limited protection for human rights defenders under
threat. Rural and indigenous activists continued to be
threatened, attacked and killed. Human rights
violators remained largely unpunished. Following
national and international condemnation the federal
government promised to begin opening files
detailing violations by the former military regime.

Background

The government maintained a tight fiscal policy
ensuring payment of its foreign debt. While the country
saw record growth rates for the first half of the year

this came at the expense of large parts of its social
spending. Combating hunger continued to be central to
the government's social policy although it suffered
criticism for its failure to meet promised land reform
targets, among other things.

The Special Secretariat of Human Rights launched a
number of projects, including a new campaign against
torture. The government pushed through legislative
proposals such as the reform of the judiciary, which
included mechanisms for dealing with human rights
crimes at federal level. Human rights groups were
concerned that these proposals would not be
effectively implemented due to insufficient political
and financial support.

In addition to enacting gun control legislation the
government launched a disarmament campaign, which
included cash payments for handing in guns. However,
it failed to follow up on the support, expressed by the
President, for an international campaign for an arms
trade treaty to control sales of small arms.

Following his visit in October the UN Special
Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers
condemned the slowness of the judicial system, its
exclusion of certain groups and the vulnerable position
of children and adolescents within the system.
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Public security and police killings

There were consistent reports from around the country
of corrupt, violent and discriminatory policing. In
shanty towns policing operations were usually seen as
invasive and repressive. Military and civil police often
contributed to violence and crime in poor and
marginalized areas, which remained focal points for
extreme levels of armed violence, often related to

drug trafficking.

Official figures cited 663 killings by police in the state
of Sao Paulo and 983 in Rio de Janeiro state. Both
figures were lower than in recent years. The vast
majority of the victims were young, poor, black or
mixed-race men. While investigations were opened
into some of these cases, few progressed very far.

Members of state police forces were attacked or
killed both on and off duty. Eighty-two police
officers were killed in Sdo Paulo and Rio de Janeiro
while on duty.

The government's national public security plan to
reform state police forces, reportedly based on human
rights principles, failed to live up to expectations. While
some states began to implement elements of the plan,
few adopted its fundamentals. Demands from elements
of the media and public for more repressive policing in
response to violent crime further hindered reform. The
new national security force, created as part of the plan,
was first used in the state of Espirito Santo in November,
following reported attacks by drug gangs.

The Rio de Janeiro state government repeatedly
failed to provide protection for marginalized
communities facing invasion by drug gangs. Response
by the military police to the violent invasions of two
shanty towns, Rocinha in April and Vigario Geral in
October, were belated and, in the case of Rocinha,
violent. Following one of the invasions the state
governor requested federal authorization to deploy the
army on the streets. The request was effectively denied
when the Rio de Janeiro government refused to adhere
to stipulations requested by the federal government.
& On3February, Flavio Ferreira Sant'Ana, a black
dentist from Sao Paulo, was reportedly extrajudicially
executed after being detained by military police
officers searching for a shoplifter. Officers were
reported to have planted a gun by his body, stating that
he was killed in a shootout. There were strong
indications that the killing was racially motivated. An
investigation was opened.

‘Death squads'

Across the country "death squads” continued to
participate in the extrajudicial executions of criminal
suspects in situations sometimes described as "social
cleansing” as well as in the context of organized crime,
often with the direct involvement of former and active
police officers.

& Between 19 and 22 August, seven homeless

people were beaten to death in the centre of Sao Paulo.
Two military police officers and a private security
guard were subsequently charged with the killings.
However, the charges were dropped on grounds of
insufficient evidence.
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There were some initiatives to curb the problem. In
Bahia a state government task force dismantled several
"death squads” throughout the year. In December a
federal judge ordered the dissolution of Scuderie
Detetive Le Cocq, a police benevolence organization
with paramilitary characteristics long implicated in
"death squad"” activity, organized crime and corruption
in Espirito Santo. In Pernambuco a military policeman,
aprominent "death squad” member, was sentenced to
14 years' imprisonment for the 1999 killing of Josenildo
Joao de Freitas Junior.

Torture and ill-treatment

Torture continued to be widespread and systematic in
prisons, police stations and at point of arrest. The
federal government stated that since 1997 a total of
240 people had been convicted for torture, pending
further appeals.

However, there was concern at the continued failure
to effectively implement recommendations made in
2000 by the UN Special Rapporteur on torture.

& On 21 January, Romulo Batista de Melo, a student,
was arrested, accused of stealing a car that belonged to
his friend. He died after suffering severe cranial
injuries while in custody. The civil police alleged that
the injuries were self-inflicted. Three policemen were
charged with his killing.

In Sao Paulo's prisons, numbers of riots reportedly
fell, following the introduction of new punishment
systems — the Differentiated Disciplinary Regime and
the Special Disciplinary Regime. Detainees informed
Al that these regimes were abusive and used
arbitrarily by prison directors. One prison director was
unable to explain to Al what legal safeguards existed in
such circumstances.

Severe overcrowding, insanitary conditions, riots,
prisoner-on-prisoner violence and the systematic use
of torture and ill-treatment pervaded the detention
system. Extensive corruption and an ineffective
criminal justice system added to the pressures.

I InMay, seven adolescents aged between 15and 17
died in a fire they had started in Complexo de Defesa da
Cidadania, a juvenile detention centre in Teresina,
Piaui state. Police reportedly poured water over the
boys through the cell window but refused to let them
out. Charges were brought against the mother of one of
the detainees for providing him with matches and
against one military policeman for failing to find the
matches during a routine search. Charges against the
State Social Security Secretary, responsible for the
centre, were dropped following a judicial ruling.

& On 31 May, 30 detainees were killed when members
of Rio de Janeiro's drug gangs rioted in the Casa de
Custodia de Benfica, in the state capital. The riot took
place following a decision to mix gang members
together in the prison.

&3 The Urso Branco prison, in the northern state of
Rondonia, was again the scene of riots, abuse and
torture. In April, 14 detainees were killed by other
prisoners during a riot. This brought the number of
killings in the prison to 78 since May 2001, underlining
the failure of federal and state authorities to comply
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with measures issued by the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights in 2002. As a result of the
failure to comply the case was sent before the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights, the first case that
Brazil has had to face there, and upheld.

Human rights defenders

Human rights defenders suffered threats, attacks,
defamation and killings. Existing protection
mechanisms continued to be weak. In October the
federal government launched its first programme for
the protection of human rights defenders, which aimed
to use special units of the state police to protect those
under threat. The project was welcomed as a first step,
but many non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
expressed concern that it transferred responsibility
from federal to state authorities, often the very source
of the threat.

In May the federal police appealed against orders
to provide protection to Roberto Monte, Ruy dos
Santos and José Veras Junior. They argued that as the
three were not federal employees they should be
protected by the state, not the federal authorities.
Roberto Monte, an employee of the Centre for Human
Rights and Collective Memory in Natal, Rio Grande do
Norte, continued to receive threats for denouncing
local "death squads” which included members of the
state police.

In November an internal memo was made public
instructing civil police in Sao Paulo to monitor trade
unions, NGOs and social movements such as the
Landless Workers' Movement. The state civil police
chief reportedly stated that the order to monitor these
organizations had come from the National Secretariat
of Public Security in Brasilia. An official investigation
into the memo was launched by the state Public
Prosecutor’s Office.

Land and indigenous rights
The number of land activists and union leaders
threatened and killed remained a serious concern. The
Pastoral Land Commission (Commiss&o Pastoral da
Terra, CPT) cited 29 killings up to November, 15 in the
south of Para state.
&3 On 29 January, Ezequiel de Moraes Nascimento,
president of a rural workers'’ association, was shot in
front of his family by two men in Redengao, south of
Para. Eight days later Ribamar Francisco dos Santos,
treasurer of the Rural Workers' Union, was shot in front
of his house in Rondon, south of Para. The union
president, Maria Joelma da Costa, continued to receive
death threats. Proposals to withdraw her police
protection were discarded following intervention by
the CPT.
3 On 20 November, five members of the Landless
Workers' Movement were killed and 13 injured by
masked gunmen in Felisburgo, Minas Gerais. Four men
were later arrested, including a local landowner.
Indigenous peoples continued to face threats,
attacks and violent evictions in their struggle for land
rights. Failures to ensure their entitlement to their
lands left them vulnerable to attacks and land
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invasions by illegal settlers, loggers and diamond
miners among others.

&3 InJanuary settlers invaded a Catholic mission in
the indigenous reserve of Raposa Serra do Sol in
Roraima state, following a government announcement
that indigenous land claims would finally receive
presidential approval. They held three missionaries
hostage for three days, reportedly subjecting them to
psychological torture and humiliation. The settlers,
apparently coordinated by local landowners, also
blocked roads in the area and threatened further
attacks against indigenous communities. The process
of granting the land to the indigenous inhabitants was
postponed. It was subsequently further delayed by
legal appeals and at the end of 2004 attacks and threats
were ongoing.

In April police opened an investigation into the
killings of 29 men who had beenillegally mining on
land belonging to the Cinta Larga indigenous people
in the state of Rondonia. In December 2003 an
investigative commission formed by members of the
Rondonia legislative assembly warned of impending
violence and called for federal intervention,
including the presence of the army, in order to prevent
conflict and illegal mining in the region. This was not
provided. In November police announced they were
charging 10 members of the indigenous community
with the killings.

According to reports, the problem of slave labour
continued to grow. However, the government brought
inimportant legislation which allowed for the
confiscation of lands on which slave or indentured
labour was used. State officials and human rights
activists working to combat the problem were
threatened, attacked and killed.

3 On 28 January, three Ministry of Labour inspectors
and their driver were killed in Unai, Minas Gerais, while
inspecting farms in the region for slave labour. Four
men, including a local landowner, were charged in
relation to the killings.

Past human rights violations

Efforts to improve the human rights situation in the
country continued to be undermined by the failure to
punish those responsible for past violations, although
some notable convictions were achieved.

&3 Eight years after the killing of 19 land activists in
Eldorado dos Carajas by members of the Para state
military police, the two commanding officers involved
in the killings had their prison sentences upheld in
November. A request for a retrial of 145 other military
policemen involved in the incident was rejected. They
had all been acquitted previously. Appeals were
pending on all decisions.

&3 Twelve years after the killing of 111 detainees in the
Carandiru detention centre nobody had been
imprisoned for the crimes. The military police colonel
in charge of the operation, who was awaiting an appeal
hearing against his conviction and sentence of 632
years, was working as a Sao Paulo state deputy. None
of the 105 military police officers charged had yet
stood trial.
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&3 InNovember a court in Pernambuco sentenced
aman to 19 years' imprisonment for involvement
with ordering the 1998 killing of indigenous leader
Chicao Xucuru.

Inresponse to a photograph published in a national
newspaper in October, the army released a statement
defending the repressive actions of the 1964-1985
military regime, stating that it had laid the foundations
for a democratic Brazil. Although the statement was
later withdrawn, the subsequent uproar led to the
Minister of Defence resigning. No military officers
resigned. In December, a federal court ordered the
government to open files held on resistance against the
dictatorship.

Al country reports/ visits
Visit
In July and August Al delegates visited Sao Paulo, Rio

de Janeiro, Brasilia, Espirito Santo, Minas Gerais, Mato
Grosso do Sul and Pernambuco.

BRUNEI
DARUSSALAM

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Head of state and government: Sultan Haji Hassanal
Bolkiah

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

International Criminal Court: not signed

UN Women's Convention and its Optional Protocol:
not signed

The Internal Security Act (ISA), which allows for
detention without trial, was used against people
suspected of "subversive activities” and money
counterfeiting. The death penalty was applied
for drugs offences. Criminal suspects were
sentenced to caning. Amendments to the
Immigration Act introduced mandatory caning
for some immigration offences.

Background

Under a 1962 state of emergency, constitutional
provisions safeguarding fundamental liberties
remained suspended. The monarch, Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah, continued to exercise a wide range
of executive powers, holding the offices of Prime
Minister, Defence Minister, Finance Minister and head
of the police. In July the Sultan ordered the
reconvening of an appointed Legislative Council (last
convened in 1984). The Council approved a
constitutional amendment opening the way for the
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creation of a 45-member parliament, including 15
elected representatives.

Internal Security Act

People continued to be arrested under the ISA, which
allows the Minister of Home Affairs, with the

approval of the Sultan, to detain anyone deemed to

be a threat to national security or public order. The
Minister is empowered to sign two-year detention
orders renewable indefinitely. [SA detainees are
denied the rights to a trial, to legal counsel and to be
presumed innocent. Those arrested were at risk of ill-
treatment or torture during prolonged interrogation
while held in isolation.

&3 InJuly, three men were detained under the ISA.
One, a former police officer, was accused of treason for
leaking sensitive or classified documents. The two
others, a former police Special Branch officer and a
businessman, were accused of disseminating
"subversive propaganda” after posting secret or
sensitive information on the Internet.

& InJuly, six alleged former members of the
Al-Argam Islamist group detained in September 2003
were released after they had sworn loyalty to the
Sultan. Following months of religious "rehabilitation”
while in detention, the men reportedly "confessed”
and expressed remorse for attempting to revive the
banned group.

&3 Sixteen men were detained under the ISA between
late 2003 and early 2004 accused of involvement in the
distribution of counterfeit currency.

Death penalty and corporal punishment

In October the High Court sentenced a Malaysian
national to death for possession of cannabis. Although
death sentences have been imposed for drugs and
other serious criminal offences in recent years, no
executions were known to have been carried out
since 1957.

Caning continued to be carried out as a mandatory
punishment for a range of criminal offences. In
February amendments to the Immigration Act
introduced stiffer penalties, including mandatory
caning, for those found guilty of immigration offences
such as illegal entry or overstaying.
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BULGARIA

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

Head of state: Georgi Parvanov

Head of government: Simeon Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: signed

Living conditions and lack of adequate care in many
institutions for people with mental disabilities
continued to amount to inhuman and degrading
treatment. Placement of adults in social care homes
was in violation of the right to be free from arbitrary
detention. There were reports of ill-treatment and
torture by law enforcement officials; few
perpetrators were brought to justice. Many of the
victims were Roma who also suffered discrimination
in other walks of life. Law enforcement officials
continued to use firearms in circumstances
prohibited by international standards, resulting in
deaths and injuries.

Background

The National Assembly failed to take measures that
would have contributed to greater respect for basic
human rights. In May and October it failed to elect an
Ombudsman although the law establishing this office
came into force in January. It also failed to appoint an
independent body to monitor implementation of the
anti-discrimination law adopted in September 2003. In
October the Assembly rejected the Draft Law for
Establishment of a Fund for Educational Integration of
Minority Children, which aims to resolve the problem
of segregated schools for Roma children.

People with mental disabilities

The living conditions and lack of appropriate care and
treatment in the majority of 12 social care homes
visited by an Al delegate in June were so inadequate
that they amounted to inhuman and degrading
treatment. The rules regarding placement of adults in
social care homes had still not been brought into line
with international standards to ensure an independent
review of the placement decision and provide effective
legal safeguards for the people concerned. The staffing
in institutions was, to varying degrees, inadequate,
particularly at night when lack of appropriate
supervision and care endangered residents’ physical
well-being.

Little improvement was observed in the provision of
medical, including psychiatric, care, and other therapies
and activities. The process of transferring residents to
institutions more appropriate for their needs, initiated
in 2002 by the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, had
not been carried out thoroughly and systematically.

The authorities failed to exercise their supervisory
function appropriately and effectively. They also failed
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to put in place legal safeguards to protect residents
from abuse and to establish independent mechanisms
for investigating incidents of abuse.

3 On 24 February, in the early morning, Yoncho
Filipov Lazarov, aresident of Govezhda, died after

he was reportedly pushed by an agitated fellow
resident. There were only two people on duty to care
for more than 65 residents. The staff apparently made
no risk assessment when returning the agitated
resident to the dormitory and did not supervise him
following his return.

It appeared that the order of the Ministry of
Labour and Social Policy prohibiting seclusion of
residents was not being strictly enforced in all
institutions. Also, there were no detailed guidelines
regulating the use of restraint and seclusion methods
in line with international standards and best
professional practices.

No attempt was made to revise civil law regarding
guardianship to bring it in line with international
standards and to rectify the practice whereby an
institution's director or another staff member is
appointed as guardian of residents in their care.

Some effort was directed at arrangements to
reintegrate into the community people who had been
placed in institutions. In October, six women from
"Kachulka village”, a social care home for women
with mental disabilities, were placed in a sheltered
home in Sliven.

Other progress related to the care of children
formerly in Fakia institution. In December 2003, 31
children were transferred to an institution in
Mezdra, where living conditions and care, particularly
medical care, were considerably better. However,
inadequate staffing levels particularly affected
children with complex needs in Mezdra and most other
children's institutions.

In May the UN Committee against Torture expressed
concern about poor conditions in homes for people
with mental disabilities and the insufficient measures
taken by the authorities to address the situation.
Similar concerns were expressed by the European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in a report
published in June onits visits to Bulgaria in April 2002
and December 2003.

Torture and ill-treatment

There were reports of ill-treatment by law
enforcement officials that in some instances amounted
to torture. Many of the incidents took place when the
authorities failed to respect other rights of detainees,
including the right to be questioned in the presence of
alawyer.

¢ In March, when Boris Daskalov refused to make a
statement without his lawyer present, police at the
Second Police Station in Plovdiv reportedly handcuffed
his arms around his legs, inserted a wooden stick
between his arms and knees, and suspended him
between two chairs. According to reports, Boris
Daskalov was gagged and beaten on the soles of his feet
with rubber truncheons. He subsequently signed a
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statement written by the police and was released. In
April it was reported that the Ministry of the Interior
Inspectorate had initiated disciplinary proceedings
against four police officers involved.

Investigations into most complaints of police ill-
treatment were not prompt, thorough and impartial. In
May the European Court of Human Rights made a ruling
in the case of Girgina Toteva who alleged she had been
beaten in a police station in Sevlievo in 1995 when aged
67. Following her complaint about the ill-treatment,
she was charged with causing a police officer bodily
injury and sentenced to six months’ suspended
imprisonment. The Court found that Girgina Toteva had
suffered inhuman and degrading treatment by police
officers and that the investigation into her allegations
had been ineffective.

In May the UN Committee against Torture expressed
concern about "numerous allegations of ill-treatment
of persons in custody that may amount to torture, in
particular during police interviews, which
disproportionately affect the Roma, and the lack of an
independent system to investigate complaints..." [t
recommended the establishment of an effective,
reliable and independent complaint system.

Roma

In addition to the police ill-treatment of Roma, there
were several reports of racist assaults on Roma, most
of them carried out by skinhead groups. Roma also
suffered discrimination in other walks of life. In a
report published in January the European Commission
against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) concluded that
there was still discrimination against minority groups,
particularly Roma, and expressed concern about the
excessive use of firearms and force by the police
against Roma. ECRI also highlighted the problem of
segregation of Roma children in schools.

&3 In January, two police officers with a dog
approached Assen Zarev, a Romani man who was
playing with his five children in the Fakulteta
neighbourhood in Sofia, according to the Romani Baht
Foundation and the European Roma Rights Center,
both non-governmental organizations. When Assen
Zarev said he did not know the whereabouts of men
being sought by the police, the officers reportedly set
their dog on Assen Zarev, who was bitten twice. The
officers reportedly hit Assen Zarev all over his body,
threatened to shoot him, and took him to nearby
woods where the ill-treatment continued. A group of
people from the neighbourhood, mostly women,
followed the police to protest against Assen Zarev's
treatment. The officers reportedly fired warning shots
to disperse the crowd and then released Assen Zarev.
Four days later, 16 police officers returned to the Roma
neighbourhood and arrested 17 men, saying that after
the incident in the woods some of the Roma had
assaulted the police. The 17 were verbally abused while
being taken to the Third Police Station for questioning.
They were released later the same day. An
investigation into these incidents was initiated by the
Sofia Regional Prosecutor, but its results were not
known by the end of the year.
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Unlawful use of firearms

At least two people were shot dead and several others
were injured by law enforcement officials using
firearms in breach of international standards. The
authorities failed to revise legal provisions on the use
of firearms or to ensure that investigations into
reported incidents were carried out independently
and impartially.

In February the European Court of Human Rights
published its ruling in the case of Nachova v Bulgaria.
The case concerned the July 1996 killing by a major in
the military police of two unarmed Romani men in the
village of Lesura. The Court found the state responsible
for the deaths as well as the failure to conduct an
effective official investigation. The Court also found a
violation of the provision of Article 14 (prohibition of
racial discrimination), concluding that the Bulgarian
authorities had "failed in their duty... to take all
possible steps to establish whether or not
discriminatory attitudes may have played arole” in the
shooting of the two Romani men.

& InMarch in Plovdiv, a 25-year-old Romani man was
shot in the head by a police officer from the Sixth
District Police Station, according to the local non-
governmental Human Rights Project. The police stated
that an officer, who had pursued and then caught a
suspect who refused to stop for an identity check, shot
the suspect in the head after he was threatened with a
knife. The victim's family stated that he had never been
involved in violence and was not known to carry a
knife. The Interior Ministry reportedly initiated an
investigation into the incident and temporarily
suspended two officers from duty. The results of the
investigation were not known by the end of the year.

Attack on freedom of religion

On 21 and 22 July police raided about 250 places of
worship, monasteries and other properties linked
to the Alternative Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox
Church, and closed them down. Many priests and
laymen arrested during the action were reportedly
ill-treated and arbitrarily detained. The official
Synod received additional state endorsement in
the Denominations Act adopted in 2002, which

had been criticized by the Council of Europe for
imposing unacceptable restrictions on the right to
freedom of religion.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

* Europe and Central Asia: Summary of Amnesty
International’s concerns in the region, January-June
2004: Bulgaria (Al Index: EUR 01/005/2004)

* Bulgaria: Children of Dzhurkovo denied life of dignity
and respect (Al Index: EUR 15/002/2004)

Visit

Al delegates visited Bulgaria in June and went to

12 social care homes for children and adults with

mental disabilities.
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BURKINA FASO

BURKINA FASO

Head of state: Blaise Compaoré

Head of government: Ernest Yonli

Death penalty: abolitionist in practice

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: signed

Opposition activists were arrested and held

in incommunicado detention. No progress was
made in bringing to justice those responsible for
political killings in 1998 or the alleged
extrajudicial execution of more than 100 people in
2001 and 2002.

Background

Burkina Faso was accused by the governments of Cote
d'Ivoire and Mauritania of fuelling instability in the
region by protecting and training armed opposition
groups. In turn, the Burkinabé authorities accused
several members of the opposition National Union for
Democracy and Development (Union Nationale pour
la Démocratie et le Développement, UNDD) of
supplying information to Mauritania, Cote d'lvoire
and Guinea.

Trial before military court

Seven people were sentenced to up to 10 years'
imprisonment in April following trials before a
military court; there were concerns about the
fairness of the trial. The seven were among several
people, most of them military officers, who were
arrested in October 2003 following an alleged coup
attempt. They were accused of plotting against the
state. One detainee died in custody two days after his
arrest; the authorities claimed he had hanged himself
in his cell.

Arrest of UNDD politicians

Noél Yaméogo, a member of UNDD, was arrested
in September on his return from Cote d'Ivoire

and reportedly kept in incommunicado detention
for six days. He remained held at the National
Security (Streté nationale) headquarters in
Ouagadougou at the end of the year awaiting trial
on treason charges.

Hermann Yaméogo, leader of UNDD, was held at
Ouagadougou airport for four hours in September for
questioning. The authorities announced that his
parliamentary immunity would be lifted so that he
could stand trial for supplying information to
Mauritania, Cote d'Ivoire and Guinea.

In November, Mathieu N'do, UNDD spokesperson
and director of the weekly newspaper San Finna, was
detained incommunicado for six days at the National
Security headquarters in Ouagadougou. He was
questioned about his links with Cote d'lvoire.
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Impunity

No progress was reported in the investigation into
the alleged extrajudicial executions of 106 people
between October 2001 and January 2002. No one was
brought to justice for the killings of journalist Norbert
Zongo, Ablassé Nikiema, Ernest Zongo and Blaise
[lboudo in 1998.

BURUNDI

REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI

Head of state and government: Domitien Ndayizeye
Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: signed

Conflict was largely restricted to the province around
the capital and a precarious calm prevailed in other
parts of the country. Serious human rights abuses by
all parties were reported, including unlawful killings,
torture including rape and other sexual violence,
abductions and unlawful detentions. Some 4,788
people remained in detention without trial. At the
end of 2004, at least 95,000 people remained
internally displaced. At least 90,000 refugees
returned home, largely from Tanzania, although
people continued to flee Burundi. Over 150
Congolese refugees were killed in an attackon a
transit camp close to Bujumbura. At least 44 death
sentences were passed.

Background

Little was done to organize elections scheduled for
October 2004 under the August 2000 Agreement for
Peace and Reconciliation in Burundi (Peace
Agreement). The second phase of the transition, due to
be ended by the elections, was extended for six months
in October. An interim constitution was adopted and
adhered to by virtually all political parties, narrowly
avoiding a constitutional vacuum. Despite rising
political and ethnic tension as October drew near,
manipulated by some political leaders, widespread
violence did not break out. Local, legislative and
presidential elections were postponed until 2005. A
national referendum on the constitution was
postponed on several occasions and had not taken
place by the end of the year.

Armed conflict continued throughout the year in
Rural Bujumbura between one armed group,
PALIPEHUTU-FNL (Rwasa), commonly referred to as the
FNL, and government armed forces and the CNDD-FDD
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(Nkurunziza). In June the UN Operation in Burundi
(ONUB) took over from the African Union mission. A UN
programme to address sexual exploitation by its
peacekeepers was initiated.

Progress in implementing agreements between
armed groups and the government continued to be
slow. Members of various armed groups continued to
return from exile, in preparation for demobilization,
disarmament and reintegration (DDR). All armed
groups recruited fighters, including some child
soldiers, to boost their numbers prior to
demobilization. Some were also reported to be training
for combat, both in southern Burundi and outside the
country. Fighters were slow to join pre-assigned
cantonment sites. The CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza) set up a
parallel administration in other parts of the country as
well as taking part in pro-government military
operations. There were a number of clashes between
rival armed groups, in particular between the CNDD
(Nyangoma) and the CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza). A DDR
programme was launched in December.

Arms were reportedly distributed by various factions
to the population, raising fears of further violence. The
government took no action to counter the proliferation
of small arms.

Between May and August, at least 8o people were
arrested in northern Burundji, allegedly on their way to
or from Rwanda, and accused of belonging to an armed
movement aiming to destabilize the state. Around 30 of
them were members of a Tutsi movement, PA
Amasekanya, frequently accused of inciting violence.
Others were linked to the Tutsi-dominated PARENA
party of former President Bagaza. A former Minister of
Youth, Sports and Culture, Bonaventure Gasutwa, was
arrested in Rwanda and handed over to the Burundian
authorities in connection with PA Amasekanya. Over 30
alleged members of the movement were provisionally
released in October.

Burundi's economic crisis continued, and the
country relied heavily on outside assistance and aid,
although many donor pledges did not materialize or fell
short of the target. Armed crime increased. Access to
health care was extremely difficult for the majority of
the population.

Human rights abuses in conflict zones
Government armed forces were responsible for serious
human rights abuses against the civilian population in
Rural Bujumbura, including routine looting and the
destruction of property, rape and extrajudicial
executions. Civilians were caught in cross-fire as well
as deliberately attacked. CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza)
fighters, who maintained separate bases in Rural
Bujumbura operating under an ambiguous command
structure, were repeatedly accused of rape, beatings,
looting and killings of civilians in the area.

An unknown number of suspected FNL sympathizers
were killed by government forces and members of the
CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza), often in arbitrary or reprisal
attacks following or during military operations.

I Afive-year-old boy, a72-year-old man,
Ncahonankwa, and two others were killed by soldiers
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from Mubone military position in Kabezi commune on
28 July. The soldiers ordered people to come out from

their houses in Gakungwe before opening fire. Two of

those killed, including Ncahonankwa, were reportedly
bayoneted to death.

In Rural Bujumbura, low-level government officials
and civilians suspected of collaborating with the
CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza) were killed by the FNL. The
FNL also reportedly recruited child soldiers and
continued to administer a parallel justice system, with
punishments including beatings and killings.

& On 13 August, more than i50 Congolese refugees
were killed and more than 100 others injured in an
attack on Gatumba transit camp in Rural Bujumbura.
The refugees had arrived in Burundi in June and were
almost all from the Banyamulenge ethnic group.
Nearby Burundian returnees were not harmed. The FNL
claimed sole responsibility for the attack. Despite
investigations by the UN, the government, Burundian
and international human rights groups, at the end of
2004 there was still doubt over whether the FNL had in
fact acted alone.

Arrests and abductions by CNDD-FDD
(Nkurunziza)

Throughout 2004, the CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza)
operated a parallel "police" force which issued
summonses, conducted searches and detained scores
of people. Most of those detained appeared to be
suspected by local CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza)
commanders of armed robbery or links with the FNL.
Some were made to pay "fines” before being released.
Others were beaten and had their property looted. All
were unlawfully detained and outside the protection of
the law. Many suspects were beaten, often severely,
and several were reported missing or killed.

&3 Three men— Apollinaire Ndayiziga, Augustin
Barakamfitiye and Ntabatamwaka — were beaten

to death by members of the CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza)
in June.

&3 Zacharie Ndiwenumuryango, alias Hussein,

aged 23, reportedly died on 24 September in a
CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza) place of detention after
being badly ill-treated.

Child soldiers

A DDR programme for child soldiers in government
forces and two minor armed groups was launched in
January. More than 2,300 child soldiers, some as young
as 11, had been demobilized by November. Provisional
figures for the number of child soldiers to be
demobilized under a general DDR programme due to
start in November were submitted by other armed
groups but the combined figure of approximately 500
was considerably lower than expected. The Ministry of
Human Rights acknowledged that child soldiers were
probably still within government ranks.

Rape and other sexual violence

Despite increasing awareness and condemnation of
widespread rape, both within the home and by
combatants, numerous cases of rape and sexual

67



BUR

violence were reported. The victims included very
young girls, men and young boys. Some women were
forced into military barracks before being raped;
others were raped as they fled attacks or while
collecting firewood or working in their fields.

Partly as a result of collaboration between national
human rights groups, international non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and the judiciary, an increasing
number of victims received medical care and more
cases were brought to court. A medical centre run by
Médecins sans Frontieres (MSF) in Bujumbura was
reportedly receiving over 100 cases a month of sexual
violence by November 2004.

Administration of justice

The justice system continued to suffer from inadequate
resources and training, corruption, lack of belief in the
rule of law and a lack of political will to end impunity.
Lynchings and cases of ill-treatment continued to be
reported. Some 4,788 people remained in detention
without trial. Trials of people accused of participating
in the violence which followed the 1993 assassination
of former President Melchior Ndadaye continued. In
April, 36 people, of whom two were civilians, were
convicted of participating in an attempted coup in July
2001. Sixty-four others were acquitted.

At least 2,202 detainees held for long periods without
trial, or detained in relation to certain offences linked
to the conflict, were released. These included six
CNDD-FDD (Nkurunziza) prisoners who had been
sentenced to death. There was a series of strikes by
prisoners in July over the issue of which detainees were
selected for release.

In November, the Senate adopted legislation
reforming the Supreme Court, and allowing it to review
earlier court verdicts. The criteria for review included
rulings by a national or international jurisdiction on
errors in the original trial. The President had not
approved the law by the end of 2004.

The new legislation could potentially assist
hundreds of defendants who were tried, often after
unfair trials and without legal assistance, by courts of
appeal from 1996 until September 2003. A plea, on
technical grounds, to the cassation chamber of the
Supreme Court, was the only appeal mechanism
available. If successful, the case was sent back for
retrial. Since many defendants had no legal assistance,
virtually no such pleas were deemed admissible.

Kassi Manlan trial

The trial of those accused of the November 2001
murder of the head of the World Health Organisation
(WHO) in Burundi, Dr Kassi Manlan, re-opened in
May. Four security guards detained since November
2001, who were originally charged with the murder,
appeared on a lesser charge. Eight new defendants
(one of whom subsequently died) were charged with
planning or executing the murder. They included
senior intelligence officials and the heads of two
police forces at the time of the murder. Two
defendants, both convicted murderers serving
sentences in Mpimba central prison at the time,
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stated in court that they had carried out the murder
after being promised a large sum of money and
release from prison. A verdict had not been reached
by the end of 2004.

Death penalty

At least 44 death sentences were passed. At the end of
2004, 533 people were under sentence of death. No
executions took place. However, in February 2004,
during the trial of four men accused of a bank robbery
in Bujumbura, President Ndayizeye raised fears that
executions might resume. The men were subsequently
sentenced to death and the sentence confirmed on
appeal.

In November, the President ordered new
legislation to be drawn up to tackle an apparent
increase in violent crime including armed robbery
and rape. He made clear his own preference for wide
application of the death penalty. In the same month
legislation was submitted to parliament providing a
special radically shortened procedure for people
caught committing such crimes. The new procedures
fell far short of international standards for fair trial.
They allowed a maximum of 40 days between arrest
and execution or clemency, including a retrial. By the
end of 2004, Parliament had not debated the draft
legislation.

International and transitional justice

In September, Burundi ratified the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court. Legislation establishing a
National Truth and Reconciliation Commission (NTRC)
was adopted by the National Assembly and Senate.
Concern was expressed by Burundian human rights
groups that the law did not provide mechanisms to
protect the independence of commission members,
and that lack of clarity over the roles of the NTRC and
an international judicial commission of inquiry
provided for under the Peace Agreement could
jeopardize the work of both.

Refugees and the internally displaced

Pressure from the Tanzanian authorities and
Burundian government on refugees to return
increased. More than 90,000 refugees returned from
Tanzania during 2004. While some refugees genuinely
wanted to return, others returned because of
increasingly harsh conditions in the camps and fear of
being forcibly returned by the Tanzanian authorities.
Some feared that they would lose their land in Burundi
if they did not repatriate. Many returnees appeared to
have beenill-informed about the situation in Burundi,
some because they had received false assurances from
Burundian government officials visiting the camps.
Land disputes increased. Government bodies to assist
in the rehabilitation of refugees and resolve land issues
were inadequate and did not function properly.

At least 95,000 people remained internally displaced
at the end of 2004, some since 1993, although about
160,000 returned to their home areas during 2004. The
population of Rural Bujumbura continued to face
short-term conflict-related displacement, repeatedly
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disrupting their lives. In several parts of the country
people, including returnees, were too frightened to
spend the night in their homes.

The killing in August of more than 150 refugees at
Gatumba transit centre underlined the government's
failure to protect refugees. Only after the massacre did
the government agree to move the refugees away from
the border with the DRC. The Burundian army, which
has several nearby bases, did not intervene at the camp
to protect the refugees.

Al country reports/ visits
Reports
* Burundi: Commitment to human rights is essential

(Al Index: AFR 16/001/2004)

* Burundi: A critical time — Human rights briefing on

Burundi (Al Index: AFR 16/002/2004)

* Burundi: Rape — the hidden human rights abuse

(Al Index: AFR 16/006/2004)

* Burundi: Child soldiers — the challenge of

demobilization (Al Index: AFR 16/011/2004)

* Burundi: Amnesty International’s recommendations
on the deployment of UN peacekeeping forces

(Al Index: AFR 16/015/2004)

Visits

An Al delegate attended the launch of the Burundi
network of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child
Soldiers in April.

Al delegates visited refugee camps housing mainly
Burundian refugees in western Tanzania in October and
a settlement of Burundian refugees from 1972 in Tabora
region in December.
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CAMBODIA

KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA

Head of state: King Norodom Sihamoni (replaced King
Norodom Sihanouk in October)

Head of government: Hun Sen

Death penalty: abolitionist for all crimes

International Criminal Court: ratified

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: signed

Human rights violations continued to be reported
against a background of political instability. A weak
and corrupt judicial system remained a serious
obstacle to human rights protection. A prominent
trade union leader and political activist was
assassinated. Vietnamese (Montagnard) asylum-
seekers continued to arrive from neighbouring Viet
Nam; some were forcibly returned. The Cambodian
legislature ratified a UN agreement for the
establishment of a criminal tribunal to bring to
justice Khmer Rouge leaders.

Background

In July the Cambodian People's Party (CPP) and the
National United Front for an Independent, Neutral,
Peaceful and Cooperative Cambodia (FUNCINPEC)
formed a coalition government, ending almost a year of
uncertainty following inconclusive national elections
in July 2003. Allegations that the opposition Sam Rainsy
Party were planning to overthrow the government
were widely perceived as an attempt to discredit
political opposition.

In October, 82-year-old King Sihanouk abdicated
unexpectedly and was succeeded by his son Prince
Sihamoni.

In July Cambodia joined the World Trade
Organization (WTO), amid concerns at the
implications for the poorest sector of society.
Cambodia remained one of the world's poorest
countries, with 36 per cent of the population living in
poverty and a high mortality rate among under-fives.
Land disputes increased, with members of the
wealthy elite and military involved in land grabbing
and speculation. The number of reported injuries
caused by landmines rose dramatically as poor
people seeking land moved into affordable areas that
had not yet been de-mined. The prevalence of
HIV/AIDS continued to be a serious problem;
Cambodia was reported to have the highest infection
rate in Asia.

In September Cambodia acceded to the Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and international conventions on
migrant workers and trafficking.

Impunity
Concerns remained about the weak and corrupt
judicial system. High-profile cases were marked by
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political interference and, more broadly, there was a
failure to adhere to procedures laid down in national
law and international standards.

3 Four Muslim men arrested in May and June 2003
remained in pre-trial detention at the end of 2004, well
in excess of the period permitted under domestic law.
They were accused of membership of Jemaah
Islamiyah, an Islamist group reportedly linked to al-
Qa'ida. The four were initially charged with the
"commission of acts of international terrorism” under
Article 2 of the vaguely worded Anti-Terrorism Law.
Although these charges were dropped in February, the
judge ordered that the men remain in detention while
prosecutors brought new charges under the same law
for attempted murder. The conduct of the case was
marked by political interference with the judiciary and
lack of evidence.

Many politically motivated killings from previous
years remained unresolved and there was an alarming
increase in mob killings of suspected thieves for which
no one was brought to justice. Several people were the
victims of what were believed to be politically
motivated killings.

3 CheaVichea, an internationally renowned trade
union leader and Sam Rainsy Party activist, was shot
and killed in January. He had received numerous
death threats. The investigation into his murder was
marked by judicial irregularities. Two men arrested
five days after the killing initially confessed, but later
claimed on national television that they had been
tortured during interrogation. The case generated
widespread domestic and international criticism. By
the end of the year no one had been brought to justice
for the killing.

Torture

Torture of prisoners in police custody was reported to
be widespread. In June, the Deputy Director-General of
the National Police, Sau Phan, asserted publicly that
torture during interrogation was sometimes necessary
to force suspected criminals to provide information. He
was reported to have retracted his comments following
extensive media coverage and criticism, including an
intervention by the UN Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on the situation of human rights in
Cambodia. Local non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) also reported the continuing use of torture in
prisons as a punishment. According to reports, no one
accused of torture was successfully prosecuted in 2004.

Refugees

There was an increase in new asylum-seekers from

Viet Nam after demonstrations in the Vietnamese
Central Highlands were violently suppressed in April
(see Viet Nam entry). Cambodian and Vietnamese
police increased border cooperation which led to many
newly arrived asylum-seekers being forcibly returned
to Viet Nam.

Following mounting international concern and
pressure, the authorities allowed the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) limited access to
border areas from July onwards and several hundred
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asylum-seekers were taken to Phnom Penh where
their requests for refugee status could be processed.
Those recognized as refugees by UNHCR were
permitted to leave Cambodia under UN auspices for
safe third countries.

Khmer Rouge tribunal

The new government passed legislation allowing for the
establishment of a criminal tribunal to bring to justice
suspected perpetrators of gross human rights violations
during the period of Khmer Rouge rule (1975-1979).
Serious flaws remained which threatened the integrity of
the legal process and set a dangerous precedent for
other future international or "mixed” tribunals.
Concerns included the feasibility and inherent weakness
of the proposed "mixed” tribunal consisting of
Cambodian and international judicial officials, and
inadequate provision for victim and witness protection.
By the end of the year only a fraction of the necessary
funding for the establishment of the tribunal had been
forthcoming from the international community.

Freedom of assembly

Severe restrictions on public demonstrations, imposed
following violent anti-Thai riots in Phnom Penh in
January 2003, remained in force. Protests that did
proceed without official sanction were often met with
excessive use of force by the police.

Human rights defenders

Local human rights organizations played an
increasingly crucial role in providing protection to
asylum-seekers from Viet Nam. Several staff members
of one organization based in Ratanakiri and Mondulkiri
provinces faced harassment, threats and arrest by the
authorities. Villagers in these provinces, some of them
belonging to the same ethnic minority groups as the
asylum-seekers, also took considerable risks in
providing shelter and food to new arrivals from Viet
Nam and assisting their passage to Phnom Penh. Many
faced arrest, harassment and restrictions on
movement as a result. Intimidating language used by
senior politicians fostered an atmosphere of fear for
local NGO staff and Cambodian staff of UN agencies
working in the human rights field.

Violence against women and children

No progress was made on the draft law against
domestic violence. NGOs reported that rape and
violence against women and children were growing to
"epidemic” proportions, and that the number of
reported rape cases was increasing, with inadequate
legal redress for victims in the courts. Trafficking of
women remained of concern although several high-
profile prosecutions of paedophiles involved in sex
tourism marked a greater determination by the
authorities and NGOs to address this issue.

Al country reports/ visits

Reports

+ Cambodia: Jemaah Islamiyah suspects must all be
brought to trial now (Al Index: ASA 23/006/2004)
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+ Cambodia: The killing of trade unionist Chea Vichea
(Al Index: ASA 23/008/2004)

Visit

An Al delegation visited Cambodia in February.

CAMEROON

REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON

Head of state: Paul Biya

Head of government: Ephraim Inoni (replaced Peter
Mafany Musonge in December)

Death penalty: retentionist

International Criminal Court: signed

UN Women's Convention: ratified

Optional Protocol to UN Women's Convention: not signed

The government held on to power in presidential
elections after using violence to disrupt peaceful
opposition meetings. Political leaders were detained
to prevent public meetings and demonstrations. One
political prisoner died in prison, apparently from
medical neglect. The government failed to
investigate reports of torture, "disappearances” or
deaths in police custody independently or openly.

Background

Paul Biya, head of state since 1982, was re-elected in
presidential elections in October amid allegations by
opposition parties and the Catholic Bishops'
Conference of Cameroon of vote-rigging and law-
breaking. ACommonwealth Observer Group concluded
that the electoral process lacked the necessary
credibility in a number of key areas, including denying
some voters the right to vote. However, the Group
believed that the intention of those who voted was
reflected in the result.

The oil-rich Bakassi peninsula remained under the
control of Nigerian forces, despite a 2002 ruling by the
International Court of Justice in The Hague that it be
handed over to Cameroon. Nigerian forces had not
vacated the area by deadlines set for May and
September.

Critics gagged

Opposition parties continued to operate under severe
constraints. Their supporters were arbitrarily detained
and their public gatherings obstructed by the security
forces.

I Jean-Jacques Ekindi and other leading members of
the opposition Front of Alternative Forces (Front des
forces alternatives, FFA) were briefly detained by the
paramilitary mobile police on 12 January in Douala.
They were prevented from publicly launching a
petition for free and fair presidential elections.
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Protest marches by a coalition of opposition parties
were forcibly obstructed. The National Coalition for
Reconciliation and Reconstruction (Coalition nationale
pour laréconciliation et la reconstruction, CNRR) was
calling for the electoral register to be computerized to
prevent vote-rigging in favour of the ruling party, the
Cameroon People's Democratic Rally (Rassemblement
démocratique du peuple camerounais, RDPC).

&3 On 6 July a peaceful march in the capital, Yaoundé,
was blocked by hundreds of anti-riot gendarmes.
Among the demonstrators said to have been assaulted
were John Fru Ndi, leader of the Social Democratic
Front (SDF), and SDF members of parliament. On 3
August police officers and gendarmes reportedly
surrounded and assaulted about 50 protesters near the
central market in Yaoundé. On 10 August the police and
gendarmes surrounded a group of CNRR supporters for
several hours to stop them from marching, and
allegedly punched and whipped a demonstrator who
escaped the cordon.

I AmarchinDouala on 17 August was halted at its
rallying point by police and gendarmes and Jean-
Jacques Ekindi and other opposition leaders were
detained.

John Kohtem, an SDF leader, was beaten to death on
20 August near Bamenda, the capital of North-West
province, reportedly by followers of a local RDPC
leader and member of parliament. Following mass
protests by SDF supporters, 11 people were arrested in
September in connection with the killing. The 11 and the
member of parliament had not been formally charged
by the end of the year.

Some human rights defenders faced official
harassment.

3 Judicial officials in Maroua, the capital of Extreme
North province, seized property from the Movement
for the Defence of Human Rights and Freedoms and
returned it only after the group paid the officials.

Continued denial of press freedoms reflected the
government's long-standing fear of uncensored news
reporting. A ban impo